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October 18, 2020 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Morning Prayer 
From Enriching Our Worship 1 

 

 

 

Opening Sentence 
 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth.  

John 4:24 

 

 

Confession 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Together 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
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Invitatory Psalm 

Psalm 67:1-5  
 

O God, be merciful to us and bless us,  

show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 

Let your ways be known upon earth,  

your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

 

The Psalm Appointed for the Day 

Psalm 96:1-13 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song;  

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations  

and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;  

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;  

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;  

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;  

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King!  

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes,  

when he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness  

and the peoples with his truth. 
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The First Lesson 

Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

whose right hand I have grasped 

to subdue nations before him 

and strip kings of their robes, 

to open doors before him-- 

and the gates shall not be closed: 

I will go before you and level the mountains, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

and cut through the bars of iron, 

I will give you the treasures of darkness 

and riches hidden in secret places, 

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 

I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

besides me there is no god. 

I arm you, though you do not know me, 

so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

I form light and create darkness, 

I make weal and create woe; 

I the LORD do all these things. 
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Canticle D   A Song of the Wilderness 

Isaiah 35:1-7,10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

It shall blossom abundantly,   

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord,   

the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weary hands,   

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear!   

Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,   

and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 

Then shall the lame leap like a deer,   

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness   

and streams in the desert; 

The burning sand shall become a pool   

and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 

The ransomed of God shall return with singing,   

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Joy and gladness shall be theirs,   

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

The Second Lesson 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 

labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we 

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because 

our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind 

of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 

imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 

word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to 

all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has 

sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 

place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 

about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve 

a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 

from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
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Canticle G  A Song of Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 

I will take you from among all nations;   

and gather you from all lands to bring you home. 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you;   

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness. 

A new heart I will give you   

and a new spirit put within you. 

I will take the stone heart from your chest   

and give you a heart of flesh. 

I will help you walk in my laws   

and cherish my commandments and do them. 

You shall be my people,   

and I will be your God. 

 

 

The Third Lesson 

Matthew 22:15-22 
 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 

that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 

show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell 

us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But 

Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 

hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They 

answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 

away. 

 
 

Sermon 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Responsorial Prayers 
Versicle (V.) read by Officiant; Response (R.) read by the People V.     
 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  

R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

 

The Collects 
 

Christ our true and only Light: receive our morning prayers, and illumine the 

secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess 

us who are made new in the light of your heavenly grace. Amen. 

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars 

sang together and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the 

wonders of creation and teach us to use all things for good, to the honor of your 

glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 

blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: 

Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 

into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 

may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
I bid your prayers for those on our parish prayer list... Carol, Ted, Sean, Fred, 

Cassy, Charlie, Ed, Samantha, Dolores, John, Connie, George, Mary, Michelle, 

Catherine, Delores, Patricia, Keely, Mary Lou, Maryann, Linda, Brian, Bruce, 

Joseph, Cathy, Diane, Carter, Millie, Elizabeth, Sally, the Dyer Family, Jeri, 

Rosie, Meri, Steve, Mary, Jennifer, Megan, Erin, Lee Anne.  

 

In the Roxborough/Manayunk community we pray for Pilgrim Church, and 

Mayor James Kenney and State Assembly Representative Pamela DeLessio. 

 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we lift up the Episcopal Community Services, 

and Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s Church in our Companion Diocese of Guatemala. 

 

We pray for all who have died, especially George Swain and Tom, that they may 

have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 

We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, 

in the Diocese of Lexington. 

 

We give thanks for all those preparing for ordination, baptism, confirmation, and 

reception into the Episcopal Church. 

 

For all victims of violence at home and abroad, and for all perpetrators of 

violence, that God may turn their hearts. 

 

For those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, and for those who 

seek peace in all areas of conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead 

and guide them. 

 

For all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts 

who have cared for our many needs at home and around the world.  

 

 (You may add your own petitions silently or aloud at this time.)    

 

 

The General Thanksgiving (said in unison)  
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom 

you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 

blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 

redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and 

for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 

mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and 

by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
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Concluding Sentence 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 

Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  


