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Morning Prayer Rite II 
From Enriching Our Worship 1 

 

September 27, 2020 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Opening Sentence 
 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 

 

 

Confession 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Together 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
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Invitatory Psalm 
Psalm 67:1-5  
 

O God, be merciful to us and bless us,  

show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 

Let your ways be known upon earth,  

your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

 

The Psalm Appointed for the Day 
 

Psalm 25:1-8 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you;  

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame;  

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD,  

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,  

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,  

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD;  

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right  

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 

 

The First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 

the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 

edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 

Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it 

is only the person who sins that shall die. 

 

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 
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righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 

committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 

surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 

O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 

ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 
 

Canticle D 
A Song of the Wilderness 

Isaiah 35:1-7,10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

It shall blossom abundantly,   

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord,   

the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weary hands,   

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear!   

Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,   

and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 

Then shall the lame leap like a deer,   

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness   

and streams in the desert; 

The burning sand shall become a pool   

and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 

The ransomed of God shall return with singing,   

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Joy and gladness shall be theirs,   

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

The Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 
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who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death-- 

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 
 

Canticle G 
A Song of Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 

I will take you from among all nations;   

and gather you from all lands to bring you home. 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you;   

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness. 

A new heart I will give you   

and a new spirit put within you. 

I will take the stone heart from your chest   

and give you a heart of flesh. 

I will help you walk in my laws   

and cherish my commandments and do them. 

You shall be my people,   

and I will be your God. 

 

 

The Third Lesson: Matthew 21:23-32 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 

he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 

this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
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say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 

in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 

The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 

go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 

did not change your minds and believe him. 
 

Sermon 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 
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         who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Responsorial Prayers 
Versicle (V.) read by Officiant; Response (R.) read by the People V.     
 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you; 

R.    We praise your name for ever. 

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R.    For we put our trust in you. 

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

 

The Collects 
 

Christ our true and only Light: receive our morning prayers, and 

illumine the secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, 

that no evil desires may possess us who are made new in the light 

of your heavenly grace. Amen. 

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the 

morning stars sang together and the host of heaven shouted for 

joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us 

to use all things for good, to the honor of your glorious name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 

and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 

fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 

heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

I bid your prayers for those on our parish prayer list... Carol, Ted, Sean, Fred, Cassy, 

Charlie, Ed, Samantha, Dolores, John, Connie, George, Mary, Michelle, Catherine, 

Delores, Patricia, Keely, Mary Lou, Maryann, Linda, Brian, Bruce, Larry, Kristen, Pam, 

Barrett, Joseph, Cathy, Diane, Carter, Angela, Millie, Elizabeth, Sally, Dyer Family, Jeri, 

Rosie, Jennifer. 

 

In the Roxborough/Manayunk community we pray for Watershed Church, and the 

Firefighters of Engine #35, Ladder #25, and Medic #16, in East Falls. 

 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we lift up Episcopal Academy, and Cathedral 

Church of Saint James, in our Companion Diocese of Guatemala. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom. 

 

We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, 

in the Diocese of Lexington. 

 

We give thanks for all those preparing for ordination, baptism, confirmation, and 

reception into the Episcopal Church. 

 

For all victims of violence at home and abroad, and for all perpetrators of violence, 

that God may turn their hearts. 

 

For those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, and for those who 

seek peace in all areas of conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead 

and guide them. 

 

For all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts 

who have cared for our many needs at home and around the world.  

 

 (You may add your own petitions silently or aloud at this time.)    

 

 

The General Thanksgiving (said in unison)  
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 

give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 

all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 

our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 

glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 

service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 
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all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 

 

Concluding Sentence 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 

generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

 

 


