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Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Roxborough 
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another through 
faith and fellowship.”  

NOW  WHAT? 
 

We are almost four weeks into the Easter season, and we see the bloom of spring everywhere around us. 
Some of us still feel like we are in the tomb, though. And all of us are wondering, what will be next, how 
will it be, a few weeks, a few months from now?  
 

After the Resurrection, Jesus ascended to the Father, and then sent the Holy Spirit to be present with all of 
creation. The lives of the disciples – and the whole world -- were forever changed. There was no going back 
to “how we’ve always done it.” These first followers of Jesus had given up their livelihoods, families, 
reputations, and relationships; and now the One for whom they’d abandoned their former ways was gone. 
They relinquished a life that was predictable and familiar. Maybe they even realized this change would last 
forever, but probably not. What were they left with? Lives that were no longer their own; lives that were to 
be poured out as Jesus had poured out his own life, so that others might know the Good News. The disciples’ 
singular purpose became loving their neighbors, welcoming strangers, caring for the poor and the sick, and 
reconciling and forgiving sins.  
 

It is a stretch to compare the disciples’ situation to our own day. Yet we are seeing many institutions in our 
world shaken by this pandemic, realizing how a shift in how we work, live, and play creates almost endless 
shockwaves. Even when Jesus began his ministry, the leaders of the Temple and the Roman government 
were shaken, and the ways the Jews and Romans lived together were soon altered by the Jewish exile. The 
Temple itself was brought to ruins, no stone left untouched. The early church was still a fledgling group, 
struggling to stand on its own, and not yet centered in a building or a hierarchy.  
 

Today, the church as an institution must shift to this new context of gathering virtually and not in person, 
and so the people of God (that’s you and me!) must become nimble, too. We have a renewed opportunity to 
live into St. Timothy’s mission statement, “Building relationships with God, the community, and each other 
through faith and fellowship.” This is a time for us not to hide as the disciples did after Jesus had died, but to 
stretch ourselves into loving our own neighbors better. Today, that means we endure social distancing a little 
longer, because we know that distance might keep our neighbor from getting seriously ill. Tomorrow, it 
might mean we buy less stuff that we don’t really need, and instead give that extra few dollars to feed 
someone who lost their job to the pandemic. Right now, it means that we try out new ways to worship and 
nourish each other, to grow spiritually in this strange time.  
 

It’s ok to be unsure. It’s normal to be apprehensive and wish for something certain. But we can be sure that 
as things will keep changing, God will be present with us, and is already waiting for us at the next step!  
I am eager for the day we can see each other in person again! 
 

My prayers for you continue. 

St. Timothy’s online worship resources available at sttimsrox.com  and on our facebook page facebook.com/sttimsrox  

http://www.sttimsrox.com
http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox


 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music 

 

How my music survives every day during the pandemic of 2020! 
 

It has been 6 weeks of staying at home since the outbreak of COVID19 pandemic. Before the church closed, St. 
Tim’s choir was rehearsing and preparing Rutter's Requiem to be performed with excellent accompanists for Lent 
and Easter. It is so sad, but the show must go on as we live our lives day by day. For me, it was the first time I  
missed Easter in over 30 years of being an organist & choir director. I missed all of the services during Lent, Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week, the Easter Vigil, and Easter Day! For me, it was not like Easter without singing Easter hymns, 
organ and brass, choir music, bells, flowers, children, egg hunts and mostly importantly hugs in coffee hour! I felt 
so lost for a while, then I began to think about what I can do to help our community at this difficult time. And to 
boost myself too! I started to count my blessings every day! I still have good health, a place to sleep, food to eat, 
and music to share!  
 

Although it was a big challenge, modern technology tools 
like Facebook and Youtube made it possible to reach out to 
the families of St. Timothy’s and to friends. I have been 
quite busy digging into old recordings and  reviewing 
them, and started to post them (even though it is not the 
best quality recordings) on Youtube and Facebook.  It was 
a gift to find some past Easter recordings of the choir and 
instruments. 
 

Each week I have been able to practice and record at St. 
Tim’s particular hymns and preludes & postludes for each 
Sunday. Sometimes I spend quite long hours alone at the 
church recording over again and again, then come home to review the recordings to pick the best ones. Then I send 
the best to my husband Sunn to edit and upload to Youtube, then get them all on Facebook. So, every week, new 
music is available on St. Timothy Roxborough Facebook (also my Facebook), along with Youtube links. Please 
consider going to Facebook to enjoy if you haven’t yet. Many thanks to Sunn for his help, spending many hours to 
cut, paste, and process to Youtube.  
 

In addition to my own recordings, I have put some nice recordings (from Youtube) of other choirs all over the 
world, for your meditation on Sundays. Go to my Facebook page to see these. It is a very rewarding process to do a 
new way of ministry and I am so grateful to share some positive vibes through music! I appreciate that many 
people like to listen and send me messages telling me how much they enjoy the music! Thank you! 
 

I was honored to be part of a service with Bishop Daniel for the diocesan broadcast on Channel 3 CBS TV.  It was 
a very unique experience for me. Because of social distancing, each part of the service was separately recorded to 
avoid close contact. Then the engineer edited the pieces together and it was aired on Palm Sunday morning at 
5:30am. It was good to see that it turned out very nicely and  it was a short but touching service! 
 

I am also thankful to the staff at St. Tim’s for supporting each other. We communicate through Zoom for staff 
meetings every Tuesday. It’s so good to see them and we are such a good team! I am especially enjoying nice 

postings from Mother Bonnie and other Facebook friends. They are very spiritual, 
positive, and informative to sustain me another day! 
 

As the current status continues, I will keep recording and posting, since music is 
my prayer and hymn to God and for others! I also plan for the virtual solo/choir 
using recording production process without the need for physical gathering. This is 
the current agenda, implementing new technology to share with our parishioners, 
but also our broader community!  
 

Hope you are well and stay safe! God's blessing to you, your family, and friends! 
 

From the Organ Bench, 
Seung 
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PHILADELPHIA INTERFAITH  
 HOSPITALITY NETWORK (PIHN) 

      Sandy Abrams, Ethel Wesley 

 
As our city and countries around the world practice social distancing, the Philadelphia Interfaith 
Hospitality Network is currently suspending families at churches until further notice. The families that are now 
being served are housed in two different places and will not be moved until a later date. St. Timothy's had 
volunteered to be a host church at the end of May. PIHN does not see its normal programs starting up until late in 
the summer. 
 

Although we will not have these visitors on the church grounds, your help is still needed, because as families are 
coming to the PIHN office in Germantown for assistance. The current families are purchasing their own meals with 
donated gift cards. If you wish to make a monetary gift, please feel free to contact the director on how you can 
make a donation on-line. You can also donate directly to the Germantown office. Here is the information for PIHN. 
 

Rachel Falkove, Director -  rachel@philashelter.org 
                           or 
Family Services at Northwest Interfaith Hospitality Network 
     7047 Germantown Avenue 
      Philadelphia, PA 19119 
  

Helping others is what our church family is about. Let us continue our love and friendship with PIHN in a new way. 
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St. Timothy’s Church Scholarship 
Michael Shockey 

 

The Dr. Leonard Scholarship Scholarship  was established one year ago and is now being funded for the support of 
our parish young adults. Thanks to the work of Rich Krueger, Ralph Morgan, and many others, the wishes of Meg 
Leonard will be granted and the worthy young adults of the parish are to be nurtured by these funds in the pursuit of 
higher education. St. Timothy’s parish has all the people it needs if we see each other as a family to be loved and 
trusted. In the last century plus, this parish has been brave and stood in faith to survive and grow. Everyone in the 
parish matters now as much as ever but our children are the future of the parish. If we are to trust them with the 
future they must be as smart as God gave them brains to be and wise beyond their years. 
 

Today we find these qualities in two of our young adults and most worthy of consideration to receive scholarship 
assistance. This year we hope to help Molly Bevenour, daughter Angel & Jay Bevenour, and Daniel Cho, son of  
Sunn & Seunghee Cho, who are the candidates for the first of these grants. Someday perhaps others will benefit 
from these funds too.  
 

Molly is sure to save us all some day with her knowledge of science and medicine gained in Pittsburgh to be a 
nurse. Always athletic, Molly is playing on the club softball team and developing friendships with young minds 

from all over the country. Daniel has been moving at break 
neck speed through his education in my home state of 
Texas, while performing with his peers for Houston’s elite 
to the perfection of his fiddling skills among others.  If they 
are to share the hope we instill in them with the world, we 
must support our parish young adults, all of them, all of 
their days, and in doing so be true to our God. Please join 
me in developing the future through the children of the 
parish and all of which we will need. 

Molly Bevenour Daniel Cho 

mailto:-rachel@philashelter.org
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I was planning for bread and pastry making for the Wed. night dinners and Sunday coffee hours. So I 
had 50 lbs of regular flour; 20 lbs. of bread; and 20 lbs. of pastry flour on hand when the 'stay home' 
started. If you only have lemons; make lemonade. If 
flour; bake. Cookies - oatmeal chocolate chip, 
Lemon fluffs, vanilla sugar. Biscotti -poppy seed [do 
not follow up with a drug test], dried cherry/almond 
[fantastic].  Bread- four kinds and Splenda blueberry 
for my diabetic buddy. Next will be Tuscan spice 
almond biscotti, peanut/peanut butter cookies and 
loaf Challah. 
 

Other than that we are reading and watching TV. 
Desperation brought on the the complete 'Game of 
Thrones' and 'Harry Potter'. Falling asleep after the 
conclusion of Harry Potter I realized that a certain 
VIP in this nation is actually Voldemort returned, 
   

The 5:00 am Palm Sunday and Easter services with 
our Bishop were great to share. Just a bit early. We 
have visited the church yard several times to see the 
Redbud and the Cherry trees. They are my 70th and 
80th birthday gifts. They are beautiful. 
 

In our visits with Jessica we stand on the sidewalk 10 
feet from her. Of course that means that I hear 
almost nothing. One of her online classes at MIT has 
students from Finland to Hawaii - over 12 time zones 
all tuning in at the same time. 
 

If anyone is desperate for something homemade, contact me. I might be able to help.    
 

Deacon Carl Knapp 

QUARANTINE DAYS 

 
My husband and I definitely have too much time on our  
hands; eating junk food and watching lots of Netflix movies!  
 

However, we did celebrate my mother's 90th birthday via  
Zoom.  My mother's birthday was on Easter Sunday, April  
12th.  It was such a heartfelt occasion, as I got a chance to see  
a lot of my relatives that I haven't seen in years!  It was like 
having a family reunion.  I'm so grateful that we had the 
chance to see and talk to my dear, sweet mother and relatives. 
That was the best gift that God could ever have given us on 
that special day. 
 

Donna Salustro Backus 
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On January 1st, 2020 Ralph and I looked forward 
to this new chapter in our life called retirement. 
We planned trips to Florida to see the Phillies play 
on St. Patrick’s Day. We planned a two week trip 
to visit our granddaughter and other family 
members in the Seattle area. So much to look 
forward to… 
 

And then Corona virus 2019 happened. Seattle 
was the first hot spot of the virus in the US and 
Florida wasn’t much better. So we proceeded to 
cancel all trips and stay home.  We always wanted 
to develop some of our long delayed hobbies…
Ralph is an avid woodworker and I dabbled with 
quilt making. Making masks became a side line 
for me as well. 
 

Ralph’s mom, Mildred, had an episode with pneumonia, so visiting her during this virus became 
impossible. We quickly learned more about the Zoom software and have been able to have 15 family 
members chat with Mildred at the same time. Something new for all of us. 
 

So what have we learned from this? Stay home. Wash your hands and keep those connections with 
family and friends going even during the tough times. We’re all in this together and together we will 
get through this. Every day is a new adventure. God bless you all! 
 

Claire and Ralph Morgan 

   

This is a glimpse in time from our family history, as shared by our daughter Lisa Ebersole, with her 
friends who never knew the United States had faced anything like COVID19 before.  

            - Jancie Fetscher 
 

“The year was 1918......The height of the Spanish Influenza 
Pandemic......She was 20 years old.....She lost her sister that 
day.....That day she got married against the law, (yes you 
read that right), everything was shut down (just like is 
happening today)....There was to be absolutely no public 
gatherings......She never got her formal wedding, no wedding 
pictures, no cake, no music, just married in the dark of the 
church as to not give away they were there......This picture 
was taken alone on a different day because she desperately 
wanted a picture in her wedding dress......And yet despite all 
the restrictions, despite her sister dying the same day she was 
married.....She survived the dreaded Spanish Flu 
Pandemic.......She had 3 children (my grandmother being one 
of them)....And lived to the age of 85.....If our Great 
Grandparents survived a severe pandemic, without 
technology, without the medicines we have today, 
etc.......Then don't you think we can survive this modern day 
issue.....If our great-grandparents hadn't survived we 
wouldn't be here.....Ponder that.......” 



 

VIEW FROM THE SEXTON’S HOUSE 
Mark Sullivan  

 

In my LBC (Life Before Corona), Sunday church services, staff meetings, Girl Scouts, and GA 
meetings set the pace for my weekly routine. The restrooms get a weekly bleach cleaning, where LBC 
it was three times a week, and more, with special events. The office gets some attention as Janice and 
others are in and out taking care of essential tasks. Otherwise the heat is set low, the interior lights are 
out, and all is quiet. 
 

All except Tai Chi and Lancaster Farm Fresh distribution. Jing has turned his very busy Tai Chi studio 
instruction into virtual classes. He has set up a wide screen TV and his iPhone to conduct class via 
Zoom. Most resourceful and, evidently, very popular. 
 

Lancaster Farm Fresh, the CSA we host on Tuesdays, is enjoying an uptick in activity as new 
shareholders take advantage of the fresh organic offerings without the need of going to the store and 
with the additional benefit of guaranteed availability. A very easy “grab and go” delivery system. 
 

Without the weekly cycle of services and meetings, I’ve been able to spend time working on the 
grounds. Lawn mowing, removal of debris from late winter/spring storms, lawn restoration, and 
equipment repair has kept me busy. We filled up a dumpster with vines removed from the south fence 
and west wall and impossibly old stuff from the undercroft. As the spring progresses I’ll be removing 
several of the overgrown foundation shrubs around the church, and trimming others to more 
appropriate size. This will, we feel, add a clean balance to the overall visage of the building. 
 

Just before Covid-19 came to call, the church gutters and downspouts were replaced and we have had 
vast drainage improvement during the recent storms. The old gutters... very old, by the way... had sags 
and gaps that leaked profusely, threatening water damage to the underlying masonry, and had begun to 
look more than a bit shabby. 
 

As I write this, the once spectacular Copper Beech in front of the Sexton‘s House along Ridge, is being 
removed. The tree suffered the effects of boring beetles 
moving in under the bark. It was a three-year decline. I 
will miss the beauty of this tree in, what had been, a 
perfect crown and color. 
 

Traffic along the Ridge has been quiet, although I’ve 
noticed more people both walking and driving by the 
last week. I can also report that Dominos Pizza is 
VERY popular with the residents of Roxborough. They 
seldom close before 2am. 
 

I miss getting up before dawn on Sunday mornings and 
going through my well rehearsed ministrations to 
prepare the church for worship... candles, heat or 
cooling, lights, sound check, doors, media, bathrooms, 
coffee, coffee, coffee. 
Did I mention the coffee? 
 

Wishing everyone health for all your friends and 
families. This trial will end. What the “new” normal is 
like we wait to find out. Some comfort to remember 
one-hundred years ago, St. Tim’s weathered a similar 
pandemic... and we are still here! 
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For Your Enjoyment!  
 

From the  
Berry Kids’  
Art Gallery!  
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CARES Act Charitable Giving Incentives 
 
 
 
 

 
New charitable deduction for taxpayers who do not itemize. Beginning in 2020, individuals can deduct 
$300 in charitable contributions from their gross income even if they do not itemize their deductions. 
Donations must be made in cash to a charity. Gifts of appreciated securities, and gifts to a donor advised 
fund or supporting organization, do not qualify.  
 
Donors can get a tax deduction even if they do not itemize. 
 
No cap on charitable deductions for taxpayers who do itemize. Donors who itemize their deductions 
can usually deduct cash contributions up to 60% of their adjusted gross income. For 2020, that cap is 
lifted, and donors contributing cash to charity may deduct up to 100% of their income, a significant tax 
savings for anyone able to contribute larger amounts. Again, this is only for gifts of cash, and only for 
gifts made directly to charity (not to donor-advised funds or supporting organizations). 
 
No required minimum distributions, but qualified charitable distributions still possible. The CARES 
Act eliminates required minimum distributions (RMDs) from many retirement plans in 2020. Some 
donors have been using their RMDs for tax-advantaged charitable gifts by making a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD) directly to charity. Under the CARES Act it is still possible for donors who are 70½ 
or over to contribute up to $100,000 directly to a charity without paying tax on the distribution.  
 
Donors who have cash set aside in an IRA for an RMD that is no longer required may find this helpful. 

Giving Continues at St. Timothy’s  
 

This pandemic has produced some remarkable generosity! Many people are sending their pledges and 
also making additional donations to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, which is used exclusively to help 
people in the community with basic needs (food, medicine, rent, etc.). Others are offering to take meals 
to parishioners who live alone or may be ill. Still others have offered their time and talents to support St. 
Timothy’s online outreach efforts.  
 

St. Timothy’s offers several ways for you to send your pledge or to contribute toward these ministry 
efforts:  
 

Our newest way of giving! PayPal is now available at our website, sttimsrox.org – it’s an easy, 
reputable mechanism for sending money to the church.  

 

Mail a check made out to St. Timothy’s Church, and in the memo line write “Discretionary Fund” 
“operating budget.” 

 

Set up electronic transfer of funds from your bank to St. Timothy’s for pledges or one-time giving. 
 

Purchase gift cards to ACME, ShopRite, CVS, or VISA/MC cards that can be used anywhere, and 
send those cards to the church to be distributed to people in need. 

 

Add St. Timothy’s Church and/or the Diocese of Pennsylvania to your will to make an estate gift.  
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May 
 

5/04  Rich Krueger  
5/10  Sandy Abrams  
5/12  Melanie Fitzsimmons  
         Matthew McCrickard 
5/13  Jessica Knapp  
5/14  Kathryn Burgess 
         Robert Texter, Jr.  
5/19  Brian Sheridan 
5/24  Jim Massey  

June 
 

6/01  Drew Pownall 
         Kate Evans 
6/04  Amely Alcequiez Fitzsimmons  
6/15  Avery Sheridan  
6/21  Susan Allen 
6/22  Jessica Kohn  
6/23  Hoau-Yan Wang  
6/27  Carl M. Knapp  
6/30  Lynn Tomko      

Anniversaries 
 

06/02  John & Nancy Little       

        

                BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

HOW DO I HELP MY ROXBOROUGH NEIGHBORS?  
 

• Drop off donations of diapers and wipes at the 5th District Police Dept. and they will 
deliver to Northern Homes for Children. 

 

• Donate canned and shelf-stable food to North Light’s food cupboard. 
 

• Send a check to support the feeding ministries at our fellow Episcopal Churches: St. 
James’ Episcopal School in East Falls, St. John’s in Norristown, Church of the 
Advocate in Philadelphia, and many others can be found at https://www.diopa.org/
news/open-food-ministries-and-shelters 

 

• Offer to help a neighbor who is at risk for COVID with their yard work, or to pick up 
groceries for them. 

 

• Break out your sewing machine and make some fabric masks for your local sanitation 
workers, postal carriers, grocery stockers, delivery persons. If you aren’t crafty, offer 
to pay someone who has sewing skills to make masks for these essential workers. 

 

• Purchase online gift cards from local businesses and send them to people who need to 
hear “thank you!”  

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
 

We continue our Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm on Zoom, studying "Grit and Grace - 
Heroic Women of the Bible" (available on Amazon:  
https://www.amazon.com/Grit-Grace-Heroic-Women-Bible-ebook/dp/B074CNNVLV/ref=sr_1_2 
crid=1MMNH1K7UCD7S&dchild=1&keywords=grit+and+grace+heroic+women+of+the+bible&q
id=1586351224&sprefix=grit+and+grace%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-2 ).  
 

This is a joint study with Bethany and St. Timothy's! It’s exciting to continue our journey together 
in this unprecedented time. God equipping us to get through this together!  
 

Please join us on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/912755962 (on your computer.) 
If you are on cell phone or ipad/tablet, download Zoom from your app store 
Open Zoom and select “Join Meeting”, put “Meeting ID” in and then select “Join Meeting” again. 
  

You can call in (long distance charges apply)  call 646-558-8656   
 

Meeting ID: 912 755 962 

https://www.diopa.org/news/open-food-ministries-and-shelters
https://www.diopa.org/news/open-food-ministries-and-shelters
https://www.amazon.com/Grit-Grace-Heroic-Women-Bible-ebook/dp/B074CNNVLV/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1MMNH1K7UCD7S&dchild=1&keywords=grit+and+grace+heroic+women+of+the+bible&qid=1586351224&sprefix=grit+and+grace%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Grit-Grace-Heroic-Women-Bible-ebook/dp/B074CNNVLV/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1MMNH1K7UCD7S&dchild=1&keywords=grit+and+grace+heroic+women+of+the+bible&qid=1586351224&sprefix=grit+and+grace%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Grit-Grace-Heroic-Women-Bible-ebook/dp/B074CNNVLV/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1MMNH1K7UCD7S&dchild=1&keywords=grit+and+grace+heroic+women+of+the+bible&qid=1586351224&sprefix=grit+and+grace%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-2
https://zoom.us/j/912755962


 

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
5720 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19128 

On the cover: “The Children’s Bell”  adapted from an original photograph by Ken Burgess 

The Children’s Bell was a gift of the Parish Children in 1897. 
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St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members 

 Parish Staff 
 

   The Rev. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
   Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music Mark Sullivan, Sexton 

2020 Vestry 
 

 Sandy Abrams; Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell (Rector’s Warden); Kim Eberle-Wang;  
 Catherine Evans (Treasurer); Ann Greene; Frank Hogeland (Property Chair); John Kracker;  
 Paul LaFollette; Michael Shockey (Secretary); Lynn Tomko (Accounting Warden);  
 Ethel Wesley   
 

Contact us at: 
 

 5720 Ridge Avenue  Phone: 215-483-1529     Website: sttimsrox.com  
 Philadelphia, PA 19128  Email: sttimsrox@outlook.com 


