
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

Beloved in Christ! 
 

This week, I give thanks for all of you! And together, we give special thanks to God for those who keep our 
world running: grocery store clerks, bus drivers, garbage collectors, public servants of all kinds, health care 
workers, delivery personnel, and anyone who makes someone else’s world a little easier. We give thanks 
for the little things, and we pray we may never again take for granted the freedom to travel and to gather. 
 

This Sunday, we begin again, as the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ is upon us, and we find ourselves in 
unusual circumstances: 
 

We will protect ourselves and each other from unnecessary risks.  
 

We will wait for the scientists to bring forth a new kind of health for our world. 
 

We will tend our own flocks safely and keep them separated for now. 
 

We will sing about the Silent Night in our hearts while keeping our lips silent.  
 

We will travel this desert with the Star to guide us, knowing God is with us (the meaning of Immanuel). 
 

As your Rector, and under the guidance of our Bishop and the most recent public health guidelines for 
distancing, sanitizing, and proper mask-wearing, I have made plans for St. Timothy’s to offer the following 
opportunities to pray, worship, and celebrate Christmas Week in our beautiful sanctuary, complete with gas 
lamps glowing and modified Christmas decoration: 
 

Monday, Dec. 21  Advent-tide Evening Prayer  
 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 23, at 6:30 pm: Advent-tide Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday, Dec. 24 at noon: Christmas Eve Evening Prayer 
 

Friday, Dec. 25 at 10:00 am: Christmas Day Morning Prayer 
 

These gatherings will be the same size as our outdoor gatherings have been, with a maximum of 12 
attendees, plus clergy and staff. This group size, like the 12 disciples, allows us to connect with one another 
visually, and to be fully attentive to safety precautions.  
 

Eucharist will not be offered. Reservations to attend a service Christmas Week will be required. Call the 
church office to sign up: 215-483-1529. 
 

For everyone’s safety, the services will be different from previous years, and will therefore be brief, quiet, 
and possibly chilly, with the doors open and fans running to ensure adequate air circulation.  
 

These plans are subject to change at any point to protect the health and safety of the congregation 
and clergy: we will do our best to contact you directly if the service you signed up for is cancelled. 
 

All of these decisions are made out of love for you and for our community. If you have questions or  
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly: sttimsrector14@gmail.com .  
 

God’s Peace be with you now and always! 

CANCELLED 

mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com


 

 

"For unto us a child is born!" This is one of my favorite pieces from 
Handel's Messiah. It reminds me of the enchanting choir & chamber 
ensemble performances on Christmas Eve in past years. We didn't 
realize how much we enjoyed those times when we were able to sing 
and play together in person.  
 

Christmas at St. Tim’s has always been one of my favorite times of the 
year. Just imagining those beautiful gas lights, children & chancel choir, 
carols and special music, and the instruments shouting out joy for the 
birth of Jesus!  
 

This year, I am disappointed that we will not be together, but I am 
grateful to serve and share music virtually in order to be connected 
safely. However, I am grateful to serve and share music in this way in 
order to be connected together safely. This is a historic moment for 
virtual choirs since we are really eager to be connected. 

 

I deeply appreciate each choir member who came to the church to record 
with me! I know that it was not easy for you to sing with masks on. Special thanks to Kirsten & Doug 
for their beautiful recordings from their homes. Thanks to Sunn for putting in countless hours behind 
the scenes, working from recording to production. I wouldn't have done it without your help. 
 

In virtual choir and organ concert, the choir sings  Christmas hymns," O Come ye all faithful" "The 
First Noel", "O Holy Night ",  “Choral Fantasy” on an old carol "Christmas Day". Hope everyone can 
join virtually (facebook.com/sttimsrox) to celebrate Jesus Christ is born Today! 
 

Here are some Christmas choir photos at St. Tim’s in past years! Hope this brings you some happy 
memories. Let's not lose our hope and faith to get through this soon together! May God's peace and joy 
on this Christmas Day be always with you!   
 

With grace and peace. 
 

 Seung 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 ADVENT ACTIVITY CARDS 
                              FOR THE FAMILY  

 
 

Advent Family activity cards packets are available in the parish office.  
Call the office and arrange to stop by to pick up a set. 
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From the Organ Bench 
Dr. Seung Cho, Minister of Music 
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THE BISHOP IS COMING! 
 
Join Bishop Daniel Gutierrez, the pastor of the pastors and of this 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, for a virtual meet and greet on 
Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 pm! Our Bishop is “visiting” many 
parishes in this alternative format, and it gives YOU a chance to get 
to know him and his vision for our diocese. You can drop in for just 
a moment or stay for the hour – it’s up to you. 
 
Meet in St. Timothy’s Zoom Room: https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
 

Meeting ID: 981 978 4153 
 

Audio only:  +1 646 558 8656 US  

                            DECEMBER 
        Birthdays                        Anniversaries 
 
 
 

 
 

 12/04 Maisie Shaw 
 12/16 Doug Rowland 
 12/16 Eve Ramos 
 12/17 Pat Grow 
 12/18 Donna Backus 

Stewardship Round-up 
 
Thank you to all who sent in a pledge for 2021! 
 
If you forgot to send in your pledge to support the ministries of St. Timothy’s, there’s still time! 
Complete the card (below) and mail or drop off at the church office so that we can include your 
financial donation in the total commitment toward the parish’s continued mission in our community.  

12/20 Sabrina Wang 
12/22 Mary Summers 
12/24 Linda Birch 
12/24 Bill Roberts 
12/30 Larry Birch 

12/29   Steve & Lynn Nedzwecky 

 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 2021 COMMITMENT CARD  

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

(check one):    ___ I would like Envelopes         ___ I would like a Giving Number 
                                        * Envelopes or a giving number is necessary in order to provide a tax receipt                         
 

My total gift as a participant in the ministry of  St. Timothy’s for the year 2021 is  
$__________ 

 

I will be paying a portion of this (circle one )  
Weekly         Monthly         Single yearly payment 

 
Please return on or before November 20, 2020 

https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
Mark Sullivan, Sexton 

 

My first impression of St. Timothy´s was made as I drove down Ridge Avenue one spring afternoon in 
1979. I recall a heavy tree cover over the broad property and how that was in contrast to the otherwise 
urban setting. As I drove by it was difficult, at first, to make out the church buildings and graveyard 
through the trees but once I realized it was a church I turned around and parked.  
 

It would be nice to say my interest was sparked by some religious or spiritual fervor, but I had other 
interests in mind. 
 

As a younger man I had a casual hobby of doing charcoal impressions of stone monument inscriptions. I 
generally kept various types of paper and media in the car so if I chanced upon a piece of outdoor 
statuary or an old graveyard I would stop and have at it.  
 

Turns out that on this particular day I did not have my supplies but I walked through the graveyard and 
made a mental note to return to capture the inscriptions of the several Civil War veterans interred. It took 
another thirty-four years before I returned, situation, interest, and involvement in gravestones had 
changed dramatically. 
 

The church grounds had changed by the time I returned in 2014. There were less trees, the graveyard 
was well tended, and it was easier to see the beauty of the church buildings on first sight. 
 

During the past year we lost three major trees. The massive Ash in the southeast corner, the Beech in 
front of the Sexton’s house, and one of the iconic Oaks along Ridge Avenue. Six additional trees were  
lost in the past six years, including the Norway Maple that crashed into the rectory during a storm.  
Old photographs from a century ago show a heavily wooded church yard. Too heavily wooded by 
today´s standards, but we should be mindful that the pendulum has turned in the other direction. 
 

The Covid pandemic has allowed me to spend much more time working outdoors in the churchyard as 
the weekly routine of interior cleaning, event/meeting/worship preparation, and recovery has 
slowed.  During the summer we've cleared the perimeter walls of stubborn brush and vines, repaired and 
leveled foundations of "at risk" gravestones, made progress in clearing out the undercroft, and cleared 
overgrown and detrimental foundation plantings. 
 

As Philadelphia experienced a measure of civil unrest during the summer, it resulted in curfews being 
imposed city-wide. St. Tim’s responded to those events by locking the two iron driveway gates and 
closing and latching (not locking) the three pedestrian gates. We have had no incidents, to-date. Of 
course, all gates remain open late for events such as Girl Scouts and the CSA, but otherwise the gates are 
closed presently at 6pm and reopened to 7am and will be seasonally adjusted. 
 

A shout out to Curt Kauffman and John Passeo for their assistance in resetting gravestone. Also to Bob 
Campbell for his unfailing support.  

 
Looking Ahead 
  

Winter building projects will include will include continued cleaning and organizing, as well as weekly  
deep cleaning of surfaces, bathrooms, and common areas, and support for CSA, Tai Chi, Steppingstones 
and the Girl Scouts, all of whom are working on  altered schedules and following strict guidelines 
against the pandemic. The CSA, however, continues to boom with over forty shareholders for the fall 
season. Even though the CSA delivery and pick-up activity is outside, we still have social distance and 
mask requirements. 
 

Greening of the Church will be missed this year, it’s been one of our signature events. We will decorate 
the outside doors with wreaths, as normal, as well as some interior church greening suitable for video. 
Lastly, we would like to put a fresh coat of paint on the churches interior walls. In normal times it is the 
sort of project that is hard to fit into the weekly schedule. We will be looking to recruit a small team of 
qualified volunteers to help with this work some time after Christmas. The work will be planned in a 
way to avoid infection risk, meaning working in shifts and increased ventilation of the space. More 
details will be shared as plans are made. 
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CHRISTMAS AT 
ST. TIMOTHY’S, BARNES MOUNTAIN 

 

Every year our partner at St. Timothy's Mission in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, the Rev. Bryant 
Kibler designates our parish's financial gift to their community specifically for the coming year’s 
Christmas expenses. And every year, St. Timothy's Barnes Mountain holds a Christmas Party for the 
local children and families, providing gifts and food baskets to those who attend.   
 

The people of St. Timothy’s Roxborough are invited to help provide gifts for the children of Barnes 
Mountain. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  The guidelines for gifts are as follows: 
  

 *  Please keep cost of your gift around $10.00 per child, so all gifts are the same value. 
  

*  Order a gift online and have it sent directly, address it to:       
    St. Timothy’s 
     c/o Rev. Bryant Kibler 
    607 HWY 1746 

    Irvine, KY 40336-8701  
 

 Girls - Age         1-12 mo     2 to 3     3 to 5     6+     8+     10+  
 # of Children             1                 3    2  2       4        7    
     

 Boys - Age         1-12 mo     2 to 3     3 to 5     6+      8+     10+  
          # of Children                 0                1              2          2        1       14   

 
CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS!  

 
 

Contact Claire Morgan by phone: 215-482-9025, or email: romckm@aol.com by Sunday, Dec. 13 to 
participate. Participants should bake 8 dozen cookies, bagging 6 cookies in individual packages/bags. 
 

On Dec. 17 and 21,  from 3-9pm, Jackie Shockey and Claire Morgan will take turns directing your cook-
ie deliveries and pick-ups in the parish hall.  Sanitize your hands and bring cookies to the parish hall, 
where you will find collection boxes. Place one package in each box.  
 

Drop-off  -  Dec. 17  9am - 9pm   
Pickup - Dec. 21 9am - 9pm   

Join us Dec. 23 for our  Zoom Parish Christmas Party at 7:30 
 

If you want to share your cookie recipe, email to the church office by Dec. 21 and we will distribute to 
the parish! 

 

SUPPORT ST. TIMOTHY’S SIMPLY BY SHOPPING! 
  

Do you use Amazon? If so, then you can help our parish earn extra income by shopping through 
AmazonSmile! AmazonSmile is a website operate by Amazon with e same products, prices and 
shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is when you shop on AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to St. Timothy’s.  
 

Getting started is simple: 
1) Go to smile.amazon.com. 
2) You will be asked to select an organization. Please select St. Timothy's, Philadelphia.   
3) Add smile.amazon.com.to your bookmarks so that you always come back to the same site.   
 

That's it! It may not sound like much but if were to take all your online shopping and multiply it by all 
the families at our parish it can really add up. So please make sure to spread the word and  
ask your friends and family to select St. Timothy's as their own AmazonSmile 
charity as well! Please remember, only purchases made through AmazonSmile will 
be eligible.  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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St. Timothy’s VIRTUAL LIFE! 
 

Here's how you can make St. Tim’s part of your everyday life:  
 

 Sunday Worship is available Sunday mornings after 6:00 am Eastern time at   
 St. Tim's Facebook Page   (facebook.com/sttimsrox) You don’t need a Facebook 

account to view! 
 The full text worship leaflet is available at sttimsrox.com/worship  
 Sunday Bible Study at 9:30am in our Zoom Room 
 Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30am in our Zoom Room 
 Wednesday night programs. Currently studying “Celebrating the Saints” with our 

friends at Bethany Lutheran. Email sttimsrector14@gmail.com for link to this class.    
 

* St. Timothy's Church Zoom Room:  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
   Meeting ID: 981 978 4153 
   Audio only: 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Steppingstone Scholars  
Thanks YOU! 

 
 

"Today Steppingstone partnered with St. Timothy's 
Episcopal Church to feed 15 more families! Pastor 
Bonnie has been a wonderful partner. The Parish also 
donated $200.00 gift card for families as well."  - 
Steppingstones Staff. 
 
 
With one email blast, St. Timothy's was able to feed 
families of our partners in the Steppingstone 
Scholars program! Your generosity is such a strength 
for this community! 

Friends in need are Friends indeed! 
 

St. Timothy's has a long tradition of supporting local organizations that help our community 
with the basics of life and with the challenges that come with physical and mental illness. Be-
cause we have not been able to host the groups for Coffee Hour on Sundays in person, we must 
show our support for these important outreach programs in a new way.  
 
Here are a few of the organizations St. Tim's has helped over the past few years: 
 

 Lisa's Army 
 Intercommunity Action (INTERACT) 
 North Light Community Services 
 St. James' Episcopal School 
 Alzheimer's Association 
 

I stated in my sermon on Nov. 22 that helping is not rational or automatic, but it is what Jesus 
calls us to do! So this year, instead of shipping packages, perhaps you can give a donation to 
Lisa's Army in honor of someone you love who is dealing with cancer, or you can pick up some 
extra groceries that are special for your holidays and donate them to a local food cupboard.  
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