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An Order of Worship 
for the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

 

Christmas Eve, 2020  
12:00 pm 

 
Officiant    Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Opening Sentence 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants, for Jesus' sake. For the same God who said, "Out of darkness let light shine," has 
caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.    2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

 
Let us pray. 
 

Creator of the stars of night, your people's everlasting light, O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
we pray you hear us when we call. At your great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, 
all hearts must bow: all things on earth with one accord, like those in Heaven shall call you 
Lord. To God the Father, God the Son, to God the Spirit, Three in One, praise, honor, 
might, and glory be from age to age eternally. Amen.  (Latin, 9th C., tr. John Mason Neale) 
 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold 
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 
 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalm Appointed for the Day   
Psalm 96 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song;  
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;  
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations  
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;  
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;  
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King!  
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes,  
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness  
and the peoples with his truth. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
  

 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Canticle 11 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land;  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise,  
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light,  
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open;  
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord,  
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land,  
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation,  
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day;  
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light,  
    and your God will be your glory. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
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Canticle 16 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,  
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies,  
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers  
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear,  
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation  
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death,  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Third Lesson:  Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
"Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Collects 
 

Almighty, everlasting God, let our prayer in your sight be as incense, the lifting up of our 
hands as the evening sacrifice. Give us grace to behold you, present in your Word and 
Sacraments, and to recognize you in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us the flame of 
that love which burned in the heart of your Son as he bore his passion, and let it burn in 
us to eternal life and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's 
sake. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

I bid your prayers for those on our parish prayer list... Carol, Ted,  Cassy, Charlie, Ed, 
Samantha, John, Connie, George, Mary, Michelle, Catherine, Delores, Patricia, Keely, 
Mary Lou, Maryann, Linda, Brian, Bruce, Joseph, Cathy, Diane, Carter, Millie, Elizabeth, 
Sally, the Dyer Family, Jeri, Rosie, Jennifer, Megan, Beverly, Jenn, and Cathlena. 
 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, in the 
Diocese of Lexington. 
 

We give thanks for all those preparing for ordination, baptism, confirmation, and 
reception into the Episcopal Church. 
 

For all victims of violence at home and abroad, and for all perpetrators of violence, that 
God may turn their hearts. 
 

For those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, and for those who seek peace 
in all areas of conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead and guide them. 
 

For all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts who 
have cared for our many needs at home and around the world.  
 

(You may add your own petitions silently or aloud at this time.) 
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The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in 
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Concluding Sentence 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  (Romans 15:13) 

 
 
 


