“Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices…”
These familiar words set to a German hymn tune stir up memories of family, food, the
season of giving. I remember drawing a turkey by tracing the outline of my splayed hand on
a piece of paper, then coloring the finger “feathers” with autumn shades of red, orange, and
yellow. I remember my dad inviting people from church who had no family nearby to come
to our house for Thanksgiving dinner. I also remember hearing that our thankfulness to God
must be expressed all year long, not only in hushed and hurried prayers over a special meal,
but with all that we are.
When in-person togetherness went away due to the pandemic, we noticed how big a hole
there was in our lives. The abundance of fellowship was missing! Yes, we missed the high
holy days of the Christian year, and we offered limited versions of our own local traditions
like the Blessing of the Animals. But it was the week-to-week connection that we longed
for, not just at holidays but all along. We longed to be “re-membered” as the One Body of
Christ in the flesh.
Now, we give thanks that we can gather to sing and worship and learn and enjoy each other
-- still masked and distanced, and with increased ventilation -- but we can be together!
(within our COVID guidelines from the Bishop) And we’ve learned that being present can
take place online as well as in other forms, sometimes reaching well beyond our geography
and allowing connections we’d never dreamed of before.
As we grow in our fellowship with one another, our ability and desire to connect with the
rest of the world follows. Generosity in our giving is an important way we can “be present”
to the world. Many opportunities to help our community will bubble up in the coming
seasons through St. Timothy’s and via other avenues. Some of these will be behind the
scenes, like all the people who have donated items or crafted hats and scarves for the ditty
bags for seafarers. Some will be more visible, such as food donations for North Light and
other neighbors.
Hidden or in plain sight, the more we give of ourselves, the more we will see the abundance
in our lives. I thank God for each of you, and pray that God’s abundance continues to bless
others through you!
God’s Peace,

“Building relationships with God, community and one another
through faith and fellowship.”
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Building Update: Welcome and Accessibility
We will soon embark on construction of Phase 1 of our Welcome and Accessibility Project,
which will stabilize and improve our south-side ramped entrance to the main church building.
This is a gift to the present reality of our parish and our community, to be able to open our
doors to the full range of age and mobility. It is also a gift to our future: wedding photos, baby
strollers, crutches, wheelchairs, and funeral processions. With a smooth transition from the
walkway to the cross-aisle and a modified door, this construction will enhance our “public
face” as a place where everyone can enjoy our beautiful space.
The dreams of this Phase 1 began more than 15 years ago, and the next phase of increasing our
accessibility is yet to be discerned. But it is the years-long, day-to-day generosity of
parishioners -- past and present -- who gave their time, talent, and treasure that have brought us
to this moment. Please remember the work of the Welcome and Accessibility Project
Committee in your prayers, and join me in offering our gratitude for helping St. Timothy’s
continue to engage our surrounding community with open doors.

Building & Grounds News
- Mark Sullivan

Beginning November 16th our Tuesday CSA pick-up location will change.
We will be moving the Lancaster Farm Fresh Co-op CSA pick-up location from the existing
spot in the courtyard to the covered front porch of the church, to the left of the Parish House
doors.
The CSA pick-up is every Tuesday from 10am - 8pm. Presently, our location serves about 40
participants. This activity will not block or otherwise interfere with normal parish activities or
events taking place on Tuesdays.
CSA participants will be required to park on Ridge Avenue or Pensdale Street and walk onto
the property to make their pick-up. Plans are in place to instruct them about the change.
While we are taking this measure in response to our Welcome and Accessibility Project, we
may decide to make the change permanent, since it reduces traffic on the driveway and offers a
better exposure and view of the building and grounds. We will revisit the change once
construction is complete.
If there are any question/concerns/suggestions regarding this, please call or text Mark Sullivan
at 610-283-3615.
For information about the Lancaster Farm Fresh Co-op CSA go to their website at:
https://lancasterfarmfresh.com/
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Special Events on November 7:
The Feast of All Saints and All Faithful Departed
As always, this year’s commemoration will be included in the Sunday services with special
prayers for those who have gone before us in the faith.
During Coffee Hour after the 10:30 service, we will celebrate 4 new members joining the
parish: Erin and Jeff Frantz, and Millie Bond and Dan McCunney.
● Also during Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall, we’ll have a special presentation about
the St. Tim’s bees by Vincent Aloyo, Ph.D., who has been providing instruction for our
parish beekeeper, Ken Burgess, in the care of our hive.
● At 9:15 in the Parish Hall, all ages will be welcome to learn about the saints who
have affiliations with bees, and about the historic connections between bees and the
Christian tradition.
●

Special refreshments will be provided to enhance our celebration!

We are grateful that these 4 new members (and the bees) call St. Tim’s home, and we hope to
support their thriving as they contribute to the body of Christ in all creation!

St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries
For November
Birthdays
11/02
11/02
11/06
11/07
11/08

Winnie Pierson
Pattie Rae Rigler
Zachary White
Bob Campbell
Tim Hutchenson

11/20
11/20
11/21
11/30

Anniversaries
Linda Johnston
Claire Morgan
Evelyn Moore
Mark Sullivan

11/26 Hoau-Yan & Kim Eberle Wang

FORWARD DAY BY DAY
DEVOTIONS
for November / December / January
are available for pick-up
at the church cross-aisle on Sundays
or the church office weekdays.
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A PRAYER FOR PLEDGE CARDS
Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-giving,
these cards represent our sweat,
they represent our lives,
they represent our dreams.
The pledges which we make on them are but tokens
of the awesome gifts that have been given to us
and they are pledged in thanksgiving
for all we have received,
for all we have been inspired to be,
for all we are challenged to become, in this place.
May they be the first fruits of all we have
and not what we have left over,
so that we may live out as closely as possible
how you give to us.
May we see them as our offering to you:
sacred, holy, yet earthly, filled with possibilities.
May we hold this image in our hearts and minds,
so as we watch our offerings come to your Table,
we can see ourselves being part of this offering,
our very selves on the Table, our living sacrifices to you.
Amen.
– Adapted from a prayer by The Rt. Rev. Gregory Rickel, Diocese of Olympia

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church

2022 COMMITMENT CARD
Name: _____________________________________________________
(check one): ____ I would like Envelopes
____ I would like a Giving Number
____ Envelopes or a giving number is necessary in order to provide a tax receipt
My total gift as a participant in the ministry of St. Timothy’s for the year 2022 is $__________
I will be paying a portion of this (circle one )
Weekly

Monthly

Single yearly payment

Please return on or before November 14, 2021

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church

2022 SPECIAL DONATIONS CARD
Name: ___________________________________________________
Please accept my additional donation to be used for:
____ Welcome and Accessibility Project
____ Rector’s Discretionary Fund
(Emergency Financial Assistance to the community)
____Other Ministries of this parish you wish to support:
____________________________________________
Please return on or before November 14, 2021
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
- Ethel Wesley

Sunday on Saturday
Trying something new can sometimes be tricky. Coming into church on a Saturday can be a little strange, but
that is what we are offering on the 2nd Saturday of the month for children five through twelve. The first session
of "Sunday on Saturday" was held on October 9th. Using the curriculum called "Manna and Mercy", the
children started looking at the story of creation in a new way. The lessons are interactive, easy to read, and have
an art component as well. "Godly Play" blocks were used to remember the seven days of creation.
We begin the morning with a large puzzle worked on by all. At the table, the children offered a prayer and then
the lesson was presented. There was plenty of time to ask questions, make a creation with clay, have snack time,
and hear a story. Our next session with be held on Saturday, November 13th from 10 to noon in the Upper Parish
Hall.

Soft Space
If you look at the "soft space" in the back of the church, you will see a small table and some chairs. On the table
you will now find an individual activity box and an envelope containing paper for coloring and a book for our
youngest students. The boxes can be wiped down after each service and used week after week. We hope the
parents will use that resource for their young children.

DIOCESAN CONVENTION - 2021
- Ethel Wesley

This year's convention was both in-person and virtual. Deputies and their clergy had a choice about how they
wished to participate. The weekend event started with the Friday night Eucharist which was virtual for everyone.
The bishop gave his annual address and the new organ was blessed in the Philadelphia Cathedral on 38th and
Chestnut Streets.
The next day the business of the convention began at 8:00 a.m. Bob Campbell, Emilie Nichols and I joined
Mother Bonnie for the in-person event. It was strange working with masks on and sitting evenly- spaced
throughout the cathedral. The order of business was to pass the budget, to vote on three resolutions, and to fill
vacancies in different committees.These were the resolutions to be considered: A revision in election by orders, a
revision by which a call for a vote by orders may be made, and finally, a resolution to address the issue of voter
suppression. We saw several videos that introduced us to new ministries in this diocese. They were: A call to
support female Veterans, "A loving Presence "- a call to fight systemic racism, the new Media Center at the
diocesan house in Norristown, the new Campus Ministry program out of Good Shepherd, Rosemont, a new
program in Coatesville called "Thistle Hills "patterned after the outreach program for women in Tennessee, and
our newest connection with the Navajo Nation in New Mexico. We were able to see for ourselves all the new
programs that are thriving in this diocese.
The bishop also honored several persons for their work in the diocese. In his address, Bishop Gutierrez
reminded us that the only way to get through a storm is to just go straight through it. He said he was humbled by
the work of his staff and proud of the work of the clergy especially during this pandemic. He told us that the
diocese is journeying and focusing on the needs of children, teens, and young adults especially in the areas of
health care, education, and mental health. He also said that there would be a focus on indigenous people starting
with our outreach to those in Navajoland. Our bishop is excited for the future and will hold a series of revivals in
2022. He was reassured us that the budget is strong and that the endowment grew during the pandemic.
We adjourned after singing a hymn and a receiving a blessing from our bishop.
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TIME!

St. Tim’s will be collecting turkeys for distribution to our
neighbors during the upcoming holidays. If you earn enough
points for a free turkey from your grocery store during the next
two months, consider donating the turkey. Bring frozen turkeys to
St. Timothy’s and we will fill our freezer for holiday distribution!

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH MINISTRY
Our partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, KY,
and at North Light are excited about partnering with St.
Tim's again this year to provide holiday gifts and food
to their communities. We are awaiting details about
how we can best support their local efforts. In the
meantime, please keep these organizations and those
they serve in your prayers!

ST. TIMOTHY’S
COOKIE
EXCHANGE
To participate in this year's Cookie Exchange:
Contact Claire Morgan (romckm@aol.com), or sign-up in parish hall, by Sunday,
December 12th, if you would like to participate
Participants should make 8 dozen cookies, bagging 6 cookies in individual packages/
bags.
Bring them to St. Tim's Parish Hall, placing one package in each box provided.
Drop-off: Thursday Dec. 16 - 9am-3pm & 7-9pm
Pickup: Tuesday Dec. 21 - 9am-3pm & 7-9pm
If you would like to share your cookie recipes, email to the parish office by Dec. 21 and
we will publish them in an upcoming edition of THE CHIMES!
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Community Prayer Requests
Our Prayer Box, located below the Little Libr ary at our Ridge
Avenue entrance, provides a place for neighbors and friends to leave
prayers and concerns that are on their hearts. Contact Mother Bonnie or
the office to become part of our Prayer Box Team, praying for each and
every request.

SUPPORT ST. TIMOTHY’S
SIMPLY BY SHOPPING!
Do you use Amazon? If so, then you can help our parish earn extra income
by shopping through AmazonSmile! AmazonSmile is a website operate by
Amazon with e same products, prices and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is when you shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products to St. Timothy’s.

Getting started is simple:
1) Go to smile.amazon.com.
2) You will be asked to select an organization. Please select
St. Timothy's, Philadelphia.
3) Add smile.amazon.com to your bookmarks so that you always
come back to the same site.
That's it! It may not sound like much but if were to take all your online
shopping and multiply it by all the families at our parish it can really add
up. So please make sure to spread the word and ask your friends and
family to select St. Timothy's as their own AmazonSmile charity as well!
Please remember, only purchases made through AmazonSmile will be
eligible.
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ST. JAMES 5k

November 6, 2021
For details go to:
https://stjamesphila.org/event/5k/

FOOD PANTRY
Collection bins for shelf-stable food are in Parish Hall and inside the porch entrance. Canned
proteins, pantry staples like salt and sugar, cooking oil, spaghetti and sauce, and shelf-stable
milk are especially needed.

Pints for North Light 2021
Thursday, November 18
@ The Nickels Building
4323 Main Street
Manayunk

To buy your tickets go to:
https://e.givesmart.com/events/npp/
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Donations must be delivered to:
1113 Admiral Peary Way, 2nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19112
by November 15th!
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Two opportunities from our friends at
Interfaith Philadelphia:

A virtual tour at the Philadelphia Museum of Art

MODELS OF SPIRITUALITY IN EARLY AMERICAN ART
Sunday, November 7
2:00 – 3:30 PM
or
Wednesday, November 10
7:00 – 8:30 PM

The new Early American Galleries at the Philadelphia Museum of Art reveal the
diversity of religious belief and practice in the “New World.” We will explore
the stories behind portraits and religious art made between 1650 and 1850 to
discover six ways of being spiritual during this period of history. Then, people
from different backgrounds encountered a degree of pluralism they had not
known before. Now, we face similar challenges. As we learn about their ways
of being spiritual, we will gain insight into our own.

CELEBRATING LIGHT
Sunday, December 5
2:00 – 3:30 PM
or
Wednesday, December 8
7:00 – 8:30 PM

We will view art related to celebrations of light in four religious traditions:
Pagan (Yule), Christian (Christmas / Epiphany), Hindu (Diwali) and Jewish
(Hanukkah). We will seek greater understanding of what is unique to each
tradition and what is shared among them.
For more info and to register: Rev. John B. Hougen, PhD
at jbh@interfaithphiladelphia.org
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"Flickering Mind"
by Denise Levertov

Lord, not you,
it is I who am absent.
At first
belief was a joy I kept in secret,
stealing alone
into sacred places:
a quick glance, and away — and back,
circling.
I have long since uttered your name
but now
I elude your presence.
I stop
to think about you, and my mind
at once
like a minnow darts away,
darts
into the shadows, into gleams that fret
unceasing over
the river's purling and passing.
Not for one second
will my self hold still, but wanders
anywhere,
everywhere it can turn. Not you,
it is I am absent.
You are the stream, the fish, the light,
the pulsing shadow,
you the unchanging presence, in whom all
moves and changes.
How can I focus my flickering, perceive
at the fountain's heart
the sapphire I know is there?

(excerpted from
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2021/10/19/flickering-mind-by-denise-levertov)
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT
ST. TIMOTHY’S
SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE STUDY FOR ADULTS - hybrid in person & zoom - in the library at
9:15am before the service. All are welcome, no preparation required.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT ZOOM BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday night studies with our friends at
Bethany Lutheran has resumed @ 7pm on Zoom! We are focusing on Acts, also known as the Acts of
the Apostles, which is a rich compilation of stories about the disciples' continued ministry after Jesus
ascension. Contact the parish office for study materials. Zoom link is listed below.

Bethany Lutheran's Zoom Meeting ID: 912 755 962
Passcode: 4011845
Audio dial in: +1 646 558 8656 US
OUR ONLINE WORSHIP is available each Sunday mor ning after 7:00 am Easter n on our St.
Tim's Facebook Page (no sign in required!) The full worship recording and text worship leaflet are
available at sttimsrox.com/worship .
MID-WEEK MORNING PRAYER - Morning Prayer is held every Wednesdays @ 8:30am

St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members
Parish Staff
Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector; Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator;
Mark Sullivan, Sexton
2021 Vestry:
Ken Burgess; Kim Eberle-Wang; Ann Greene; John Kracker;
Paul LaFollette - Treasurer; Michael Shockey - Secretary;
Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden; Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden
Contact us at:
215-483-1529
www.sttimsrox.com
sttimothyrox@gmail.com
facebook.com/sttimsrox
Rev. Dr. McCrickard is off on Fridays. If you have a pastoral emergency, first contact
the church office 215-483-1529. If it is a weekend or after the office is closed at 3:00pm
on weekdays, please call 215-530-9878.

