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Morning Prayer Rite II 
From The Book of Common Prayer 

 

 

 

January 10, 2021 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

1st Sunday after Epiphany  
 

 

 

Opening Sentence 
 

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the nations, and in 
every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure offering: for my Name shall be 
great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.    Malachi 1:11  

 
Confession 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
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Venite      
Psalm 95:1-7 

 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God,  
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,  
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.  
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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The Psalm Appointed for the Day   
Psalm 29   
 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,  
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name;  
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders;  
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;  
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;  
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;  
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe  
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the LORD  
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;  
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people;  
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
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Canticle 11 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land;  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise,  
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light,  
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open;  
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord,  
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land,  
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation,  
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day;  
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light,  
    and your God will be your glory. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Second Lesson: Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there 
is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, 
“Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 



January 10, 2021               Page | 5 

 

Canticle 16 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,  
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies,  
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers  
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear,  
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation  
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death,  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Third Lesson:  Mark 1:4-11 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Responsorial Prayers 
Versicle (V.) read by Officiant; Response (R.) read by the People     
 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

 
 
The Collects 
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your 
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
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The Collect of the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

I bid your prayers for those on our parish prayer list... Carol, Ted, Samantha, John, 
Catherine, Linda, Joe, Jenn, Sharon, Kathy, Patricia, Connie, Hugh, Darla, Kyle, 
John. 
 

In the Roxborough/Manayunk community we pray for Green Lane United 
Methodist Church and the Firefighters of Engine #39, Ladder #30, Medic #5 at 
Ridge Avenue and Cinnaminson Street in our Neighborhood. 
 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we lift up the Episcopal Church Women and 
Church of Saint Michael Archangel, in our Companion Diocese of Guatemala. 
 

We pray for all who have died, especially Bitsy Scache, Bruce Johnson, Virginia 
Parnell, and Dolores Heffron, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, 
in the Diocese of Lexington. 
 

We give thanks for all those preparing for ordination, baptism, confirmation, and 
reception into the Episcopal Church. 
 

For all victims of violence at home and abroad, and for all perpetrators of violence, 
that God may turn their hearts. 
 

For those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, and for those who seek 
peace in all areas of conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead and 
guide them. 
 

For all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts 
who have cared for our many needs at home and around the world.  
 

 (You may add your own petitions silently or aloud at this time.)    
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The General Thanksgiving (said in unison)  
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Concluding Sentence  
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13 

 


