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Maundy Thursday Evening Worship 
April 1, 2021 

 
Opening Sentences 
 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; His mercy endures forever. 
 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants, for Jesus' sake. For the same God who said, "Out of darkness let light shine," has 
caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.    2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

 

Almighty and most merciful God, kindle within us the fire of love, that by its cleansing 
flame we may be purged of all our sins and made worthy to worship you in spirit and in 
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Canticle 14    A Song of Penitence    Kyrie Pantokrator 
Prayer of Manasseh 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15 
 

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven,  
    God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
    and of all their righteous offspring: 
You made the heavens and the earth,  
    with all their vast array. 
All things quake with fear at your presence;  
    they tremble because of your power. 
But your merciful promise is beyond all measure;  
    it surpasses all that our minds can fathom. 
O Lord, you are full of compassion,  
    long-suffering, and abounding in mercy. 
You hold back your hand;  
    you do not punish as we deserve. 
In your great goodness, Lord, 
you have promised forgiveness to sinners,  
    that they may repent of their sin and be saved. 
And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart,  
    and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness. 
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,  
    and I know my wickedness only too well. 
Therefore I make this prayer to you:  
    Forgive me, Lord, forgive me. 
Do not let me perish in my sin,  
    nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 
For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent,  
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    and in me you will show forth your goodness. 
Unworthy as I am, you will save me, 
in accordance with your great mercy,  
    and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life. 
For all the powers of heaven sing your praises,  
    and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen. 

 
Psalm appointed for the day     
Psalm 78:14-20, 23-25 
 

In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 
   and all night long with a fiery light. 
He split rocks open in the wilderness, 
   and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
He made streams come out of the rock, 
   and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 
 

Yet they sinned still more against him, 
   rebelling against the Most High in the desert. 
They tested God in their heart 
   by demanding the food they craved. 
They spoke against God, saying, 
   ‘Can God spread a table in the wilderness? 
Even though he struck the rock so that water gushed out 
   and torrents overflowed, 
can he also give bread, 
   or provide meat for his people?’ 
 

Yet he commanded the skies above, 
   and opened the doors of heaven; 
he rained down on them manna to eat, 
   and gave them the grain of heaven. 
Mortals ate of the bread of angels; 
   he sent them food in abundance. 

 
First Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14a 
 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it a twilight. 
They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
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houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted 
over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of 
it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This 
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am 
the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 
Canticle 10    The Second Song of Isaiah        Quaerite Dominum 
Isaiah 55:6-11 
 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  
    call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways  
    and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion,  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  
    and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth,  
    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  
    it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed,  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Gospel Lesson:  Luke 22:14-30 
 

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to 
them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I 
will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ Then he took a cup, and after 
giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from 
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he 
took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ And he did the 
same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood. But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the 
table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom 
he is betrayed!’ Then they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who 
would do this. 
 

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in 
authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among 
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. 
‘You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father 
has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 
Sermon  
 
Litany of Healing for the Nations 
 

For the healing of the nation, we pray to you O God. 
Florida and Georgia, North and South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maine and Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, District of Columbia, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
New York and Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Tennessee and Kentucky; 
Peace, be yours. 
 

For the healing of the nation, we pray to you O God. 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Montana, Minnesota, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho and Utah, Nevada, California, Arizona and New Mexico; 
Peace, be yours. 
 

For the healing of the nation, we pray to you, O God. 
Washington and Oregon, Alaska and Hawaii, Guam and Puerto Rico 
US Virgin Islands, American Samoa, immigrants and exiles, refugees and prisoners, all 
tribes and Indigenous Peoples; Peace, be yours. 
For the healing of the nation, we pray to you, O God. 
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North and South America, Africa and Europe, Antarctica and Asia, the island of Australia: 
Peace, be yours. 
For the healing of all nations, we pray to you O God. 
 
For the healing of all who are suffering in body, mind or spirit, especially those suffering 
with and recovering from COVID-19; For all health care and frontline workers; For all in 
law enforcement, first responders, crisis intervention, active military and for all veterans; 
For all experiencing loss of any kind; For all people and situations we name now in 
silence………………….Peace, be yours. 
We pray to you, O God. 
 

For our broken hearts and broken spirits; for divided nations, divided friends and divided 
families in this time of national crisis, uncertainty, fear, transition and challenge; for 
pastors and bishops, chaplains, church leaders and all who worship and pray; grant us 
peace. Grant us courage. Empower us in our serving. 
We pray to you, O God. 
 

For all elected and appointed local, state, national and tribal leaders; peace be yours. 
We pray to you, O God. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection to life everlasting.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You heal the broken in heart and bind our wounds. Strengthen us in our weakness, calm 
our troubled spirits and dispel our doubts and fears. Remind us that neither death nor life, 
nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from your love in Christ 
Jesus.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Sentences 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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LYRICS FOR 
April 1 (Maundy Thursday) 

 

 

 

An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare     Fred Pratt Green/Hal Hopson 
 

An Upper Room did our Lord prepare 
for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there 
to celebrate their Risen Friend. 
 
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
to share his bread, his loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, 
he by his Cross shall lift us up. 

 
 
 
Stay with Me       Taize 
 

Stay with me. 
Remain here with me. 
Watch and pray. 
Watch and pray. 
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