
 

 

The future of the church: 

 

In a recent Gospel lesson we heard Jesus call Simon “the rock,” which we translate as the name 

Peter (from the Greek petrus). Jesus says he will build “his church” on that rock. “His church” is 

the body of Jesus Christ on earth, and it is what our Presiding Bishop calls “the Jesus 

Movement.” Our church, St. Timothy’s, belongs to Jesus before it belongs to us, and is the local 

branch of the Jesus Movement, standing as a firm foundation for our physical presence. As the 

past few months have taught us, physical presence is important, but it is not all there is to being 

the church! Church is a movement -- it is something that happens! 

 

Peter represents a range of human capacities, both the strengths and frailties of human judgment. 

Yet because God can use all things to accomplish God’s purposes, Jesus entrusts Peter as a 

leader in his Movement. We learn from this that diversity and relationship are more essential for 

the church to happen than constancy in formal liturgy or music.  

 

This issue of The Chimes is being sent as a tangible connection to our branch of the Jesus 

Movement. It includes artwork from our youngest members and ideas for nurturing your faith 

practices in your own life and household. It represents the breadth of the church for us as a solid 

foundation on which to build, and as a starting point for mission into the wider community.  

 

We will gather in person, in small groups, over the next few months. Opportunities to sign up for 

these groups will be forthcoming. It will be a time of testing both our faith and our patience as 

we learn to navigate our spaces differently. The joys of sharing in the presence of one another 

will be many, and, hopefully, will remind us how precious and fragile our bonds of 

interconnected life really are. 

 

Whether we are together or apart, we are grounded in the foundation of Jesus Christ and the good 

news of his life and teaching. Love God, love your neighbor, change the world.  

 

My prayers for you continue! 

 

 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

The Chimes 
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020 

 
 

  Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Roxborough 

Want to schedule a visit with Mother Bonnie+? Contact the church office to arrange a socially 
distanced meeting in the churchyard!  (Masks required) 
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OUR ST. TIMOTHY’S FAMILIES 

St. Timothy’s young artists have been busy this summer!  
Artists - MJ, Bobbie, & Raylynn Berry 

Artist - MJ 

Artist - Bobbie 
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Artist - MJ 



 

Three of my grandkids, Samil, Amely and Adiel, have been busy during this crazy time. They finished the 
school year online, did summer “COVID camp” with some close friends, visited the Futuro Lleno de 
Esperanza mission center to eat kimbap (Korean sushi rolls) and dragon fruit, helped their mom organize 
food kits for more than 200 families and even helped with some construction projects and mosaic tiling at 
the community center. Samil has taken to being a chef; Amely loves crafting and singing and Adiel loves 
dinosaurs! 

Pat Fitzsimmons’s growing family!  
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My other three grandkids, Daelizah, William and Cassidy, have been hanging out with their mom, 
Elizabeth, who recently got engaged! We are all very excited for her! Liz has also been very active fighting 
for equal rights and treatment of all people recently. She has always been passionate about the dignity of all 
people, and in these times especially for BIPOC people. 
 
I have been keeping busy tutoring my great niece and nephew online, keeping up with my health and 
helping organize and ship donations for Futuro Lleno de Esperanza, Melanie’s school and community 
center in the Dominican Republic - which despite it all is growing in ministry and so has been keeping me 
very busy!  
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Juniper was excited to create this work of art for St Timothy's!  She explained it as follows:  
The cross with the spirit of Jesus is represented by the star on the cross.  Her 
good buddy from St. Timothy's, Paul, is featured in front presenting the cross. 

 

We'll miss our St Timothy's family.  We wish the best to everyone, and we hope the St Tim's will 
be open to everyone again in short order. 
 

God bless! 
Justin, Abby, and Juniper 
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Allen Family - Justin, Abby, and Juniper  

We bid farewell to Justin Allen, Abigail Shagin, and Juniper Allen, as they prepare to move to Colorado. 
Our prayers and good wishes go with them! 
 

Lord God, you are our home. You watch over our going out and our coming in. You provide us with 
community, shelter, and opportunity for new challenges. Be with this family as they transition to their new 
neighborhood, new jobs, and new schools. Bless them with your presence, and help them to remember to 
see you wherever they go. Amen.  
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Thank You! 
 

Hi!  
I hope you are all doing well!  I just wanted to thank you so much for granting me 
the St. Tim’s Scholarship. There are so many upcoming expenses for the school 
year, and this helps so much. I really appreciate it!!  
 

Thank you so much and stay safe,  
Molly  Bevenour 

 
Many prayers for all who return to school this  

season, virtually or in person. Wear your mask, wash  
your hands, say your prayers, and above all,  

remember: none of us have done this before.    

 
 
 

Some of us are using our laptops, phones, 
and video devices more than ever to keep us 
connected. These tools are conduits for 
work, learning, prayer, music, entertainment, 
and above all, relationships. Much like we 
might bless 
our back-
packs for the 
first day of 
school, we 
offer this 
blessing for 
the devices in 
your life that 
"carry" what 
we need eve-
ry day. As each electronic gadget is blessed, 
so may it be used to be a blessing for the 
lives you touch. (Many thanks to Emily  
Given at St. Thomas -- Whitemarsh for this 
graphic!) 
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September is National Hunger Action Month  
Challenge and deepen your spiritual life as you read, reflect, and take action to end hunger in 
our community and across the country. Check out the Society of St. Andrew’s 2020 Calendar 
for Prayer and Action below. Suitable for the entire family, the calendar includes Scripture 
readings and related reflections or activities for each day of September.      

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fendhunger.org%2Fdocs_church%2Fham%2FHAM-Calendar.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd6a8bcaf2f1d493ecc7508d8445e5ef9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637334519386818466&sdata=5y8znrzZLbV3%2BNyq0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fendhunger.org%2Fdocs_church%2Fham%2FHAM-Calendar.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd6a8bcaf2f1d493ecc7508d8445e5ef9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637334519386818466&sdata=5y8znrzZLbV3%2BNyq0
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St. Timothy’s VIRTUAL LIFE! 
 

Here's how you can make St. Tim’s part of your everyday life:  
 

 Sunday Worship is available Sunday mornings after 6:00 am Eastern time at   
 St. Tim's Facebook Page   (facebook.com/sttimsrox) You don’t need a Facebook account to view! 

 The full text worship leaflet is available at sttimsrox.com/worship  

 Sunday Bible Study at 9:30am in our Zoom Room 

 Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30am in our Zoom Room 

 Wednesday night programs. Currently studying “The Whole of Creation” with our friends at Bethany 
Lutheran. Email sttimsrector14@gmail.com for link to this class.    

 

* St. Timothy's Church Zoom Room:  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
   Meeting ID: 981 978 4153 
   Audio only: 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

   

     St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

  
  

September 
 
 

9/12 John Kracker 
9/12 Robert Grow 
9/12 Ralph Morgan, Jr. 
9/15 Catherine Harwood 
9/15 Lynn Nedzwecky 
9/22 Joanne Knapp 
9/23 Ann Greene 
9/26 Judith Hamilton 
9/30 Jackie Shockey  

October 
 

10/26 Curt Kaufmann 
10/28 Dan Fitzsimmons          

 
 

Anniversaries 

September 
 

9/20  Chris & Thanice Petrak 
9/21  Curt & Ginny Kaufmann 
 

  
  Anniversaries 

 October 
 

10/09  Bob & Barb 
Texter 
10/13  Joe & Janet Szeliga 
10/17  Rob & Pat Grow 
10/28  Brian & Heather Sheridan 
10/28  Rich & Lynn Krueger 
 

  

 

For all opportunities below, please contact Mother Bonnie+ for more information:  
  sttimsrector14@gmail.com or call the church office: 215-483-1529.      
 

Starting in September  
Meet the Saints: Living Discipleship -- check out our new study for the Wednesday night group we share with our 
friends at Bethany Lutheran! This program from Forward Movement (publishers of your favorite devotional book-
let, "Forward Day by Day") will be a fun and interesting way for us to learn from the examples of godly living who 
have gone before us. Anyone is welcome, and you can drop in anytime: no preparation is required, but some light 
reading ahead will enhance your experience. Contact Mother Bonnie+ for login information to participate: 
sttimsrector14@gmail.com or call the church office: 215-483-1529.  
 

Coming Soon! 
 

NEW: Book Club co-hosted by St. Timothy's and Bethany Lutheran will begin a study and discussion 
of  I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown. A limited number of 
copies of the book are available through St. Timothy's, or you can order them from any bookseller. Times/dates 
TBA.  
 

Small Group Ministry at St. Timothy's - The way of Love 
Do you think about trying new faith-based practices but you're not sure where or how to start? Are you interested in 
joining fellow travelers on the journey of faith? St. Timothy's will begin offering opportunities for small groups to 
connect regularly for the purposes of discussion and support as we explore the Christian life, and for accountability 
for deepening our faith practices. Times/dates will be determined based on responses! 

http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox
http://sttimsrox.com/worship
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com


 

 

FRESH AIR & SUNSHINE 
 

The parish doors may be closed, but we 
would love to come out to play!! Mother 
Bonnie would love to sit under the trees and  
catch up with you!  
 

If you would like to visit with any member 
of the staff, call the office and we can set up 
a time for real person to person 
conversations, time to share joys, discuss 
concerns, and enjoy the beautiful weather.  
 

Remember your masks, we continue to 
practice social distancing.  
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The Diocesan Convention will be held Friday, November 6th  & Saturday, November 7th, and 
will be entirely virtual this year. Check the diocese website, www.diopa.org for more details.  
 
 

 

The Diocese of Pennsylvania has it's own channel online! 
 

episcopalpa.channel.church and hear sermons, music, and worship from across the Philadelphia 
area, including messages from Bishop Gutierrez. It's a great way to stay in touch with the 
larger church in ministry -- now and in the future. 

 

In preparation for the coming elections in our government, we pray: 
 

God loves us all, regardless. Let us learn from the times when the color of our 
skin, our gender, our educational attainments or our wealth or poverty 
determined the ability to have a voice. Let us repent and affirm the God-given 
dignity in all people. Let us protect and further the ability of all persons to be heard 
in society and through their ballots. Let our faith inform our vote. Amen.  
( Rev. Kwame Pitts, ELCA Pastor )   

 

I listen, I pray, and I #VoteFaithfully on Election Day!   

 

The Fifth District is hosting: 
 

 Coat donation drive for the month of September.  
 

 Complimentary car wash for veterans and first responders on Sept. 11,  
      in partnership with the Police District Advisory Council (PDAC).  
      Contributions of supplies are appreciated. 



 
Blessing of Pets  

 

Celebrate our fellow creatures on St. Francis' Day in October! 
 

This year, we will host a Blessing of Pets on Saturday, October 3 at noon. We will gather in the church-
yard, keeping social distancing, and will share some readings and prayers of thanksgiving for our beloved 
pets, past and present. A blessing for the whole assembly of creatures, human and otherwise, will be part of 
our celebration. 
 

As we begin another year with the pets who help sustain us in difficult times, this will be an opportunity to 
share our blessings!  
 
            Stay tuned for more details.  
 

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
5720 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19128 

 

Parish Staff 
  The Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector 
  Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music 
  Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
  Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
Contact us at: 
  St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church          Phone: 215-483-1529   
  5720 Ridge Avenue           Email: sttimsrox@outlook.com   
  Philadelphia, Pa  19128      Website: sttimsrox.com   

 

 

2020 Vestry 
  Sandy Abrams; Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell (Rector’s Warden);   
  Kim Eberle-Wang; Catherine Evans (Treasurer); Ann Greene;  

John Kracker; Paul LaFollette; Michael Shockey (Secretary);  
Lynn Tomko (Accounting Warden); Ethel Wesley   

On the cover: “The Children’s Bell”  adapted from an original photograph by Ken Burgess. 

The Children’s Bell was a gift of the Parish Children in 1897. 


