
 

 

 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

The Chimes 
JULY / AUGUST 2020 

 
 

  Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Roxborough 

THERE IS MORE! 
 

If someone approached you about St. Tim's right now and asked you what you love about it even now, what would 
you say?  
  

When I first began conversation with St. Timothy's, some of the main things that people highlighted about this parish 
were the beautiful worship space, lovely green space of the churchyard, and the Medal of Honor recipient buried 
among the historic graves. Those conversations continued after my arrival, when many people told me about their love 
for the tower bells, the choir, and the organ. Others described fellowship gatherings for fundraisers, neighborhood 
celebrations such as July 4 and St. Francis Fest, and special children's events at Christmas and Easter. 
  

Today, out of all these important pieces of the life of St. Timothy's parish, only a few can be experienced in the same 
way as before mid-March 2020. All else is now experienced virtually. We participate in church on our own timetable, 
signing on to our computers and phones when we choose. People from the community text me "When will you open 
for church?" Some say, "I can’t wait to get together again!" Clergy like myself are wondering "how long before I can 
pass the peace with my parish again?"   
 
The church is the people of God. Only the building is closed. 
 

When it comes to virtual gatherings, we find ourselves somewhat at the mercy of technology. Most of us rely on the 
knowledge that recordings of meetings and events are "in the cloud" for us. It feels unreal, like the whole world is "on 
demand," even church!    
  

We long to be nearer to others with little worry that the proximity might spread the virus. We all miss sharing life in-
person. The Incarnation is all about God coming to be with us in the flesh, and our flesh is lonesome without others to 
share our space, our food, our laughter, our hugs. This longing to be together is a gift in it's own way, because it 
reminds us of what and who is important in our lives.  
  
So I wonder: What are we seeking? What if we re-imagine the days ahead as reflecting our traditions while also 
reshaping them for the future?  
  

Here's an example: Each week, St. Tim’s is offering an ancient liturgy, reshaped in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, 
recorded on a tiny camera, broadcast on one platform of social media that has only been around about 15 years -- and 
the number of views of our weekly Sunday Morning Prayer videos is almost DOUBLE the average Sunday attendance 
in person (for both 8am and 10:30 combined!)! 
  

That means we have MORE to offer and appreciate about St. Tim's than we had before, not less! We ARE building 
relationships on Zoom through Virtual Coffee Hours, the YAMS (young adults, married and single), Sunday Bible 
Study, Vestry-led Sunday Forums, and Wednesday night study groups with Bethany Lutheran. We ARE engaged in 
our community through supporting North Light and celebrating our graduates with a virtual Baccalaureate hosted by 
the Diocese. We ARE growing closer to God through our Bible study and exploration of godly examples in history.   
  

There is MORE. More life, more possibility, more community, more love. More opportunity to care for our neighbor, 
to do justice and love mercy, to bear all things through love.  
 
 
 
P.S. For details on participating more fully in our parish’s virtual life, see back page of the Chimes! 
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OUR VESTRY’S QUARANTINE DAYS 

John Kracker: 
 

I have been doing a lot of cooking, baking, cleaning and yardwork. I baked 2 loaves of banana 
bread so far, to use up very ripe bananas. And birdwatching from home! I have a feeder and 
birdbath in my backyard. I continue to make monthly wellness checks on St. Tim’s Choir mem-
bers. My friends in Levittown have an in ground pool, so I helped them open it this year.  They 
also have 3 fish ponds I helped clean.  I’m watching quite a few YouTube videos to pass the 
time and am shopping for bargains at various stores to include BJ's and Sam's Club and Ollie's 
Bargain stores.  
 

Jackie & Michael Shockey: Surviving the Pandemic 
 

Mike and I have now spent six months quarantined together in a 1000 square foot home. I had 
my second knee replacement on January 6. After a few difficult and painful weeks, my recovery 
went very well and I now have two good knees. I miss the gym, words I thought I’d never utter. 
Instead of pain-free travelling, we are pretty much housebound. I gave up carbs for Lent but 
soon scored a pound of yeast out of necessity. Bring on the carbs. We traded yeast for Kate 
Evan’s masks and for Dan Fitzsimmons’ recipes. I make lots of English muffins and loaves of 
bread and blueberry muffins. We deliver food to NorthLight and walk along the Delaware on the 
Navy Base. We order groceries to pick up at ShopRite every other week. On the alternate weeks, 
we visit the Reading Terminal Market for meat, produce, and Michael’s six pounds of Amish 
bacon. It’s strange to see the Market so deserted but we dread when it is fully up and running. 
We won’t be able to go anymore.  
 

Mostly, we stay home. We pass some time watching the news until we can’t stand it anymore. 
We’ve taped a lot of Flea Market Flip and enjoy watching while making snarky comments.  
Who paints a teak Danish-modern chair? We also tape Texas Flip and Move which is made in 
and around Mike’s hometown of Fort Worth. Mike translates the incomprehensible drawls and I 
get a geography lesson with each episode. We’ve become real fans of 1930’s and 1940’s 
movies. Were people ever so beautifully dressed? Our Man Godfrey, Topper, Now Voyager, 
Sullivan’s Travels, Life with Father, It Happened on Fifth Avenue, Double Indemnity, The 
Women and more. Thank you, Ted Turner. 
 

Our closets are clean, our drawers are organized, Only the basement remains to be done. I’ve 
been busy knitting hats and scarves for the Seaman’s Church. I have at least 25 sets ready to go. 
Michael has been busy, too. He dyed all of our salt blue. Enough said. 

Ann Greene and Bob Tate: 
 

We began isolating on March 17th, and maintained that for about a month, even having groceries 
delivered.  The first time we went back into a grocery store (at 7 a.m. during “senior citizen 
hours”)  made me giddy with the pleasure of being able to pick out my own produce.   
 

Overall it has been a good time for us.  It is just the two of us and we are quiet people.  I am 
blessed with a job at the University of Pennsylvania that easily lets me work from home.  It has 
been an extremely busy spring, with lots of work and lots of tiring Zoom meetings.  But I am 
grateful for the work and the connection to my students and colleagues.  For Bob, being retired, 
the difference has been less, mostly in not being able to go do errands.  We have connected with 
friends over FaceTime and Zoom, probably seeing them more often than we would have before 
(since no one is going anywhere!) and have found that those friendships have deepened.   The 
hardest part is not seeing my daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter in DC, and not knowing 
when I will see my son in Chicago or mother in Milwaukee. 



 

As we’ve moved from spring to summer, much of my time has been spent working in/around the 
churchyard. Grass cutting, specific grave-site renovation, and stone foundation installation has 
proceeded without interruption. 
 
Major emphasis has been placed on providing a space in the churchyard appropriate to outdoor 
worship services when the time arrives. Several years ago an aged Cherry tree died in the 
southwest section of the churchyard. With remarkable foresight the tree trunk was left in place, cut 
with a flat top at about waist height. The thought at the time was it might serve as an outdoor altar 
should we ever decide to hold services outside.  The trunk is about at the midpoint of the rise from 
the back/west wall along Merrick and the church. The space in “front” of it slopes gently to the 
west, the ground is even and has good turf, and existing grave stones are widely placed. A very 
good place for outside services.  
 
We’ve identified seating locations, taking in all the social distance requirements and capacity 
restrictions in mind. Our hard surface chairs are easily cleaned/disinfected, and will be cleaned 
before and after services once we begin gathering. 
 
The Nave, Chancel, Sanctuary, and Narthex will undergo a thorough cleaning during the first two 
weeks of July. All hard services will be cleaned and made ready for future services.  Before the 
initial cleaning takes place the removal and storage of all paper worship media… specifically the 
prayer books and hymnals, will take place. Toys and other amusements from the Children’s 
section near the Narthex will also be removed, cleaned, and stored. 
 
The church has been mapped to provide for social distance seating capacity. We anticipate placing 
visual aides and reminders to help everyone, and the ushers will provide a new level of assistance 
to all. 
  
The area around the front porch and Parish House steps is being re-landscaped to provide a more 
open, welcoming view, as well as to reduce damaged caused by moisture (trapped there by 
northern exposure and the building shadow), and to improve drainage. Once complete we will look 
to repair the four ground level windows below the church office and give the porch a much needed 
fresh painting. 
 
A weekly cleaning of the main restroom, hallways, choir room and front entry with diluted bleach 
or other disinfecting solution has sufficed to meet the traffic levels in, out, and about the buildings 
to this point in time. We have ramped up our cleaning and sanitation supplies to match demand 
when we do open. Once we “reopen,” the cleaning/disinfecting schedule will be rigorously 
matched to actual use and to maintaining as safe an environment as possible, with masks, hand 
sanitizer, and wipes available at worship and other times. 
  
Traffic on Ridge Avenue has increased dramatically during the day, but still below former levels. 
There is no morning or afternoon rush hour. In fact those are the quietest hours... so strange. 
 
We took prudent precautions to protect the property during the recent unrest in Center City and 
have had only the most minor, and entirely normal, sort of incidents consisting of occasional 
homeless persons displaced due to the pandemic. 
 
All is good, moving forward, and waiting for the day we gather together in the Holy Spirit. 
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VIEW FROM THE SEXTON’S HOUSE 
Mark Sullivan  



 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music 
 

The last 3 months flew by so fast for me. I’ve been at church practicing and recording ahead of time for each 
Sunday. Many thanks to our singers for recording their voices and getting back to me in time, so Sunn and I could 
smoothly mix and edit recordings and videos for each Sunday.  
 
As you have seen on Facebook, we have been doing a virtual choir/ensemble/solo for a while, and I am especially 
happy that St. Tim’s choir sang together the lovely anthem, Friedell's "Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether" on 
Pentecost Sunday! It turned out pretty nicely! I’ve included some pictures of the virtual choir and ensemble 
below. 
 
For Father's Day (June 21st), we had a few children join the singing with Sabrina and Kim Wang. They were so 
cute and I miss them a lot! If you haven’t visited the church's Facebook page yet, I encourage you to visit and 
connect with each other. Thank you all for being part of these meaningful services at this difficult time!  
 
We have two choir members who are going to be away this fall. Sabrina Wang has been a long time choir member 
from time to time. She has graduated from Springside Chestnut Hill Academy and this fall she will be joining 
Penn State Honors College. Raj Das has been an excellent section leader since last year and he will be away to 
pursue his graduate study at Notre Dame University. Please keep them in your prayers, we wish them all the best!  
 
On July 4th, there will a special Virtual Mini Concert! Join us live on Facebook at noon. I will be performing 
some patriotic hymns & songs with singers. Please stay tuned and plan to join us to celebrate together!  
 
I will keep on recording and mixing virtual singing till we get to meet and sing in person safely. If you are 
interested in participating in our virtual singing, please let me know. Everyone in the congregation is invited, you 
don't have to be a choir member. 
 
Hang on and I hope you have a safe and meaningful summer! 
 
From the Organ Bench, 
Seung 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE 4                                                                                       THE CHIMES                                                                   JULY/AU GUST 2020  



 

JULY/AUGUST  2020                                                                   THE CHIMES                                                                                      PAG E 5    

I‘ve just graduated from Springside Chestnut 
Hill Academy where I was an active member of 
the SCH theater group and performed in every 
production since my freshman year. I also 
played volleyball, sang in the a capella group, 
played in the orchestra, served on the Judicial 
Board, and acted as a Student Ambassador for 
the school. Next year I will be attending Penn 
State as a Food Science major with a focus in 
Food Engineering in the College of Agricultural 
Science. I am also a Schreyer Honors College 
scholar. I am also planning on joining the 
Thespian theater group as well as continue to 
sing with an a capella group.  
 

Thank you, 
~ Sabrina Wang 

RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES ! 

 

Rev. Bonnie McCrickard  
 

Graduated from  
Drew University  

with a Doctoral Degree 

We also recognize  
 

Liz Crossley  
 

Graduated from  
LaSalle University  

with a Master's Degree 
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A Special Thank You 



 

 
Lt. Petty’s Medal of Honor citation reads: 

 

For extraordinary heroism while serving with the 5th 
Regiment, U.S. Marines, in France during the attack in the 
Bois de Belleau, 11 June 1918. While under heavy fire of 
high explosive and gas shells in the town of Lucy, where 
his dressing station was located, Lt. Petty attended to 
and evacuated the wounded under most trying 
conditions. Having been knocked to the ground by an 
exploding gas shell which tore his mask, Lt. Petty 
discarded the mask and courageously continued his 
work. His dressing station being hit and demolished, he 
personally helped carry Capt. Williams, wounded, 
through the shellfire to a place of safety. 

 

Lt. Petty was also awarded: Distinguished Service Cross, 
Silver Star, French Croix de Guerre, and Italian Croce di 
Guerra, for his heroism on 11 June 1918. 

Lt. Orlando Petty 
Surgeon - Naval Medical Corps 

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE 
Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 

 
 

Each spring, a few days before Memorial Day, members of our local VFW post place new flags on the 
graves of Roxborough veterans. And each year, on Memorial Day the VFW Honor Guard and the 
Rector of St. Timothy’s honor Lt. Orlando Petty. 
 

This year was no different. Despite the Covid-19 virus Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard and five members 
of the Hattal Taylor VFW Post (wearing masks and distancing) met in the churchyard in front of the 
rectory. They prayed, honored, and remembered Lt. Petty, a former member of St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, and WWI Medal of Honor recipient. They also prayed for all the honored dead, and for the 
health of our nation. 
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Parish Staff 
  The Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector 
  Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music 
  Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
  Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
Contact us at: 
  St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church          Phone: 215-483-1529   
  5720 Ridge Avenue           Email: sttimsrox@outlook.com   
  Philadelphia, Pa  19128      Website: sttimsrox.com   
 

 

2020 Vestry 
  Sandy Abrams; Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell (Rector’s Warden);   
  Kim Eberle-Wang; Catherine Evans (Treasurer); Ann Greene;  
  Frank Hogeland (Property Chair); John Kracker; Paul LaFollette;     
  Michael Shockey (Secretary); Lynn Tomko (Accounting Warden);  
  Ethel Wesley   

On the cover: “The Children’s Bell”  adapted from an original photograph by Ken Burgess. 

The Children’s Bell was a gift of the Parish Children in 1897. 
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St. Timothy’s 

VIRTUAL LIFE! 
 

Here's how you can make St. Tim’s part of your everyday life:  
 

 Sunday Worship is available Sunday mornings after 6:00 am Eastern time at   
 St. Tim's Facebook Page   (facebook.com/sttimsrox) 
 

 The full text worship leaflet is available at sttimsrox.com/worship  
 

 Sunday Bible Study at 9:30am in our Zoom Room 
 

 Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30am in our Zoom Room 
 

 Wednesday night programs. Currently studying “The Whole of Creation” with our 
friends at Bethany Lutheran. Email sttimsrector14@gmail.com for link to this class.    

 
 
St. Timothy's Church Zoom Room:  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
Meeting ID: 981 978 4153 
Audio only: 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

   

     St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 

  
              July Birthdays  
  
07/02  Janet Szeliga  
07/03  Mary Wood  
07/07  Sonia Blake 
07/09  Avalynn Hutchinson 
07/10  Bonnie McCrickard 
07/11  Molly Bevenour 
07/17  Paul LaFollette 
07/20  Linda Vitale 
07/24  Judy Van Buskirk 
07/25  William Moore  

 
August Birthdays  

  

08/08  Barb Texter  
08/09  Nancy Little  
08/10  Gladys Lefebvre 
08/10  Jessica Lowe 
08/13  Ken Burgess  
08/14  Ageline Mpofu  
08/20  Carl Knapp, Sr.  
08/21  Elizabeth Zebrowski  

  
  Anniversaries 

  

7/11  Carl & Joanne Knapp 
7/26  Catherine & Kate Evans 
8/07  Bob Tate & Ann Greene 
8/18  Ralph & Claire Morgan  
8/19  Tim & Allison Hutchinson 
  

http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox
http://sttimsrox.com/worship
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153

