
1 
 

Morning Prayer Rite II for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 
 
Morning Prayer may be read by anyone alone or with at least one other person, keeping social distancing in mind. If you have 
more than one person who plans to participate, it is customary to assign the readings to multiple people, and to assign someone to 
be the “officiant” or leader.Anyone may read the Collects (prayers). Psalms and Canticles are read in unison. The Lord’s Prayer 
and the General Thanksgiving are also read in unison.  
(These prayers are ancient and time-tested; there is really no wrong way to do this!) 
 
 
Officiant: If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Colossians 3:1 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant : Lord, open our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

  

Officiant and People (Said together) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 
 
Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum (1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

The Psalm appointed for today: Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
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4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The First Lesson: Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 
believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 
 
Canticle 8    The Song of Moses  (Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18) 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
With your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
for ever and for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you 
are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you 
have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from 
sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
Canticle 13    A Song of Praise    (Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34) 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

The Third Lesson is from the Gospel of John 10:1-10 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they 
do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Versicle (V.) read by Officiant; Response (R.) read by the People 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people:  
Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who  
calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with  
you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of 
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this 
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week 
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Grace 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of 
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Guidance 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on 
the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within 
the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 
the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
In Our Daily Prayers, we remember: Carol, Ted, Sean, Fred, Cassy, Charlie,  
Ed, Samantha, Dolores, John, Connie, George, Mary, Michelle,  
Catherine, Delores, Patricia, Keely, Mary Lou, Michael, Maryann, Mildred,  
Bob, Linda, Pearl, Brian, Bruce, Larry, Kristen, and Pam.  
 
In the Roxborough/Manayunk community we pray for Church in the Yunk, and Kendrick Recreation 
Center. We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy’s – Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, in the Diocese of 
Lexington. 
 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Diocesan Coordinator for Episcopal Relief and  
Development, Linda Miller, and for The Church of the Holy Spirit in our  
Companion Diocese of Guatemala.  
 
We pray for all victims of violence at home and abroad, 
especially within houses of worship, and for all perpetrators of 
violence, that God may turn their hearts. 
We pray for those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, 
and for those who seek peace in all areas of 
conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead and guide them. 
We pray for all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts who have cared for 
our many needs at home and around the world.  
 
We pray for the Founders & Benefactors  
of St. Timothy’s Church, and all who have died, 
especially Betty Miller and Harvey Walther, 
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
The General Thanksgiving (said in unison) 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
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for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20,21) 


