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Morning Prayer 
From Enriching Our Worship 1 

 

October 4, 2020 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Opening Sentence 
 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 

 

 

Confession 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Together 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
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Invitatory Psalm 
Psalm 67:1-5  
 

O God, be merciful to us and bless us,  

show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 

Let your ways be known upon earth,  

your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

 

The Psalm Appointed for the Day 
 

Psalm 80:7-14 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;  

you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it;  

it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow  

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea  

and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall,  

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,  

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine;  

preserve what your right hand has planted. 

 

 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved 

my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes. 
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And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard 

that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

but heard a cry! 

 
 

Canticle D 
A Song of the Wilderness 

Isaiah 35:1-7,10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

It shall blossom abundantly,   

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord,   

the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weary hands,   

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear!   

Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,   

and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 

Then shall the lame leap like a deer,   

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness   

and streams in the desert; 
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The burning sand shall become a pool   

and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 

The ransomed of God shall return with singing,   

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Joy and gladness shall be theirs,   

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

The Second Lesson: Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than 

that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of 

his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 

from the dead. 

 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that 

I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 

God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Canticle G 
A Song of Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 

I will take you from among all nations;   

and gather you from all lands to bring you home. 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you;   

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness. 

A new heart I will give you   

and a new spirit put within you. 

I will take the stone heart from your chest   

and give you a heart of flesh. 

I will help you walk in my laws   

and cherish my commandments and do them. 

You shall be my people,   

and I will be your God. 
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The Third Lesson: Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 

and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 

and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 

the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when 

the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 

get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 

“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 

who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 

regarded him as a prophet. 

 

 

Sermon 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Responsorial Prayers 
Versicle (V.) read by Officiant; Response (R.) read by the People V.     
 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you; 

R.    We praise your name for ever. 

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R.    For we put our trust in you. 

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

 

The Collects 
 

Christ our true and only Light: receive our morning prayers, and 

illumine the secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, 

that no evil desires may possess us who are made new in the light 

of your heavenly grace. Amen. 

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the 

morning stars sang together and the host of heaven shouted for 

joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us 

to use all things for good, to the honor of your glorious name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 

and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 

more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 

those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are 

not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

I bid your prayers for those on our parish prayer list... Carol, Ted, Sean, Fred, Cassy, 

Charlie, Ed, Samantha, Dolores, John, Connie, George, Mary, Michelle, Catherine, 

Delores, Patricia, Keely, Mary Lou, Maryann, Linda, Brian, Bruce, Kristen, Pam, Joseph, 

Cathy, Diane, Carter, Millie, Elizabeth, Sally, Dyer Family, Jeri, Rosie, Jennifer.  

 

In the Roxborough/Manayunk community we pray for Mishkan Shalom, and the Men & 

Women of the 5th Police District. 

 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we lift up Resolutions Committee, and Church of 

St. Joseph of the Exodus, in our Companion Diocese of Guatemala. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 

We pray for our ministry partners at St. Timothy's in Barnes Mountain, Kentucky, 

in the Diocese of Lexington. 

 

We give thanks for all those preparing for ordination, baptism, confirmation, and 

reception into the Episcopal Church. 

 

For all victims of violence at home and abroad, and for all perpetrators of violence, 

that God may turn their hearts. 

 

For those who suffer from warfare and disaster in our world, and for those who 

seek peace in all areas of conflict, that the Prince of Peace will to continue to lead 

and guide them. 

 

For all those suffering in this pandemic and for the essential workers on all fronts 

who have cared for our many needs at home and around the world.  

 

 (You may add your own petitions silently or aloud at this time.)    
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The General Thanksgiving (said in unison)  
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 

give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 

all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 

our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 

glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 

service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 

all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 

 

Concluding Sentence 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 

generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

 

 


